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Employment of Foreign Workers in Border Areas

We have received reports of casual foreign visitors engaging in employment in border areas
without the approval from the Chief Labour Administrator (CLA). We wish to remind all
employers and individuals assisting in the employment of foreign workers that no foreigner can
work in Bhutan without proper authorization.

The following sections of the Labour and Employment Act, 2007 govern the employment of
foreign workers in Bhutan:

Section 219: No person shall employ a foreigner unless the employer has an approval of
the Chief Labour Administrator to employ a foreigner.

Section 220: No person shall knowingly assist a person to employ a foreigner without a
permit.

Section 221: No permit to employ a foreigner shall be varied or transferred to another
person without the approval of the Chief Labour Administrator.

Section 222: A person who contravenes sections 219 to 221 shall be guilty of an offence
which shall be a felony of the fourth degree.

To apply for foreign workers’ approval, please visit: https://www.blmis.gov.bt/foreign-workers-
management
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