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        The question I have is how are we able to leverage technology 
for education; job creation; good governance; effective, timely and 
effi cient delivery of services to our people; private sector development 
and growth; for accountability and transparency? In addition, there are 
emerging new developments such as Artifi cial Intelligence, Quantum 
Computing, Blockchain, Machine Learning, Big Data, IOT (the Internet 
of Things), Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality, etc.

These technologies excite me as they present immense opportunities 
for the future. Among the many countries in the world, those which 
prepare for this change and build the foundations to take advantage 
of such technological advancements will prosper and develop. Those 
which are not able to do so will invariably be left behind.

... one of the key attributes that will set us apart from others is the value 
of integrity. We must be a nation of honest, reliable and trustworthy 
people. Secondly we need to focus on creativity - for what we lack 
in numbers we must make up in talent. Thirdly, we must emphasize 
quality in whatever we do so that we can strive for perfection.

- His Majesty The King, 14th RUB Convocation, 2019
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rights, incentivizing, promo-
tion and protection of inven-
tive, innovative and creative 
culture. The Policy ensures 
that the IP system in Bhutan 
continue to garner support 
and acceptance of its value in 
key economic sector. Guided 
by the Policy, the Department 
has been working to revise 
existing IP laws, accession to 
relevant international treaties, 
establishing institutional linkages, establishment of TISCs to 
foster transfer of technology and the conduct of Annual Trade-
mark Awards to recognize the role of trademark in promoting 
businesses. 

Article 4 of the Constitution of Bhutan require State to preserve, 
protect and promote cultural heritage to enrich society and 
cultural life of the people. Complementing the Constitution, the 
National IP Policy also calls for the promotion and protection of 
traditional knowledge (TK) and traditional cultural expressions 
(TCEs) which fall into the category of non-conventional IP. 
Bhutanese culture and tradition are no doubt unique and 
fascinating that are passed down from the past generations. 
Our TK and TCEs are very much intertwined with our people, 
place and history. Our traditional songs, dances, folktales as 
well as textile such as Kushuthara fall well within the meaning 
of these non-conventional IP. However, the existing IP laws 
does not extend protection to TK and TCEs. The importance of 
protecting TK/TCEs remains undisputed albeit long- standing 
debate in the international fora to promulgate a multilateral 
treaty and the lack of specifi c national law. There are growing 
concerns of misappropriation of such properties both 
domestically and globally. The National IP Policy 2018, which 
provides policy objectives of defensive protection of our TCEs, 
would be a beginning step towards our holistic approach for 
the protection of TK and TCEs.

In light of the signifi cance of IP as highlighted in the foregoing 
paragraphs, I am extremely happy that the Department  is 
launching its second edition of Annual IP Magazine. I am 
hopeful that the Magazine will serve its intended purpose of 
IP dissemination for the promotion, protection and fostering 
creativity and innovation in the country. I wish all the readers a 
happy reading. 

དཔལ་ལྡན་འག་གཞུང་ བསྟན་རྒྱས་ལྷན་ཁག།
MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

ROYAL GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN
TRASHICHHO DZONG

THIMPHU

Welcome to the second edition of the Annual Intellectual 
Property Magazine 2019. The Department of intellectual 
Property launched its fi rst Annual Magazine in 2018 as a part of 
its initiative to disseminate Intellectual Property (IP) and related 
information to the general public and relevant stakeholders. This 
initiative of the Department is based on the National Intellectual 
Property Policy, 2018 to promote awareness on IP matters, 
including building public awareness on the importance and 
use of IP. The magazine encompasses all relevant information 
concerning various IP subject matters such as copyright, 
trademark, patent and industrial design. In addition, the 
magazine contains a description of the Department’s activities, 
statistics of IP registrations, revenue generation and other 
important events organized by the Department. 

To refl ect the Department’s view of various IP subject 
matters, numerous articles and write-up by offi cials and 
stakeholders have been incorporated within the magazine. 
The Annual Magazine is also expected to share the general 
refl ections of the Department’s annual activities and its 
objective assessment. Further, the information contained 
in the magazine is expected to help IP applicants protect 
and leverage their IP portfolio. After the success of the fi rst 
Annual Magazine 2018, it is hoped that the second edition of 
the Magazine be equally successful, if not more. In the light of 
the above, kindly allow me to briefl y refl ect on the important 
role of IP in the progress of our society and economy.     

The role of IP in the progress and well-being of society has 
become increasingly important in the diverse policy areas such as 
trade, health, culture and heritage, investment, environment, food 
security, and scientifi c and technological progress. An appropriate 
IP protection and promotion can contribute to economic, 
social and cultural progress. In light of this, the due recognition 
and protection of individual rights of authors and creators is 
imperative. Today, there is an increasing convergence of legal 
relevance between IP rights and human right. Due to this, there is 
an acceptance of IP rights such as the rights of authors, creators 
and inventors as the human rights in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. As a corollary of this, the Constitution of Bhutan 
recognizes the IP rights in the form of fundamental rights. This 
constitutional and fundamental right has been complemented by 
the Copyright Act and Industrial Property Act, both of which were 
enacted to protect and enforce IP rights. 

The Royal Government, recognising the importance of IP rights 
and its indispensable role in triggering socio-economic progress 
as well as to encourage and foster innovation and creativity in 
every aspect of developmental activities in the country, have 
adopted the National Intellectual Property Policy in 2018. The 
Policy provides the guiding framework for the Royal Government 
and relevant sectors to collectively strive towards recognition of 

FOREWORD

The Constitution of The Kingdom of 
Bhutan on Innovation & Creativity

Article 7 (13)

“Every person in Bhutan shall have the right to material interests 
resulting from any scientifi c, literary or artistic production of which 
he or she is the author or creator.”

Article 9 (23)

“The State shall encourage free participation in the cultural life of 
the community, promote arts and sciences and foster technological 
innovation.”

བསྟན་རྒྱས་བློན་པོ།
Minister

Loknath Sharma
Tengye Lyonpo
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OUR VISION
To use the intellectual property protection 
system as a stimulus for the social, cultural, 
technological and economic growth of the 
country.

OUR MISSION
To establish a comprehensive well-balanced 
and effective system for the protection, 
enforcement and utilization of intellectual 
property rights.

Acronyms
ASPAC  :  Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacifi c

ACA  :  Agency for Cultural Affairs

AT  :  Appropriate Technology

BOIPS  :  Bhutan Online IP Search

CMOs  :  Collective Management Organizations

CTAIP  :  Country Technical Assistance Implementation Plan

CPRA  :  Center for Performer’s Rights Administration

DoIP  :  Department of Intellectual Property

DTMS  :  Department of Traditional Medicine Services

DHI  :  Druk Holding and Investment

GI  :  Geographical Indication

IP  :  Intellectual Property

IPAS  :  Intellectual Property Automation System

IPR  :  Intellectual Property Rights

JASRAC :  Japanese Society for Right of authors, Composers and Publishers

JCO  :  Japan Copyright Offi ce

KIPA  :  Korean Invention Promotion Association 

MFS  :  Madrid Filling System

MoEA  : Ministry of Economic Affairs

NFS  :  National Filling System

NIPP  :  National Intellectual Property Policy

OVOB  :  One Village One Brand

OGOP  :  One Gewog One Product

PCT  :  Patent Coorperation Treaty

USPTO  :  US Patent and Trademark Offi ce

R&D  :  Research and Development

TCEs  :  Traditional Cultural Expressions

TISCs  :  Technology and Innovation Support Centers

TK  :  Traditional Knowledge

TRIPS  :  Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

VDRS  :  Voluntary Deposit and Registration System

WCT  :  WIPO Copyright Treaty

WIPO  :  World Intellectual Property Organization

WPPT  : WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty

WTO  :  World Trade Organization 
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Overview of the Department
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Background
Bhutan introduced Intellectual Property (IP) system 
into its national development process by becoming a 
member to the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) in 1994. The first step taken by the Royal 
Government was the promulgation of the Industrial 
Property Regulation 1997, and creation of a Legal 
Section to implement this Regulation in the erstwhile 
Ministry of Trade and Industry in the same year. 
The trademark registration system became the first 
intellectual property to be protected through this 
Regulation.

One of the important milestones for Bhutan’s IP system 
was the enactment of the two legislations governing 
IP, namely the Industrial Property Act of the Kingdom 
of Bhutan and Copyright Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan 
during the 79th session of the National Assembly in July 
2001. The need to protect innovation and creativity in 
the country became increasingly important as business 
and industrial sector began to expand gradually and 
enactment of the legislations is, therefore, aimed at 
introducing an effective system for the protection 
of IP rights. The Copyright Act protects the rights of 
creators for literary and artistic works such as audio-
visual works, books, paintings, photographs, songs 
and music, among others, and the Industrial Property 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Industrial Property
1. Patent - Inventions
2. Mark - Trademarks, Logos, 
Service marks, Collective marks
3. Industrial Designs - Designs, 
surface ornamentations & 
patterns

4. Copyright works 
(Literary & Artistic)
(E.g. books, dramatic 
cinematographic, musical 
works, fine arts, etc.)

The Industrial Property Act of 
the Kingdom of Bhutan, 2001

The Copyright Act of the 
Kingdom of Bhutan, 2001

National IP Legislations

Mandates 
The DoIP is the responsible agency for the 
administration and regulation of IP legislations 
and related matters and has been bestowed with 
the following mandate:
1. To formulate and update laws in accordance 

with national and international standards on 
all subjects of IP;

2. To establish a system for the grant of rights to IP;
3. To promote knowledge and understanding of 

IP among the creators, users and the general 
public;

4. To assist the right holders in commercializing 
their works and maximizing the economic 
utilization of their IP assets;

5. To strengthen and improve the mechanisms 
for the enforcement of IPRs;

6. To facilitate linkages between industries, R&D 
institutions and universities on knowledge 
transfer and IP management in addition to 
creating enabling environment to access and 
share knowledge, technology and IP.

7. Explore mechanism in the protection of 
Cultural Heritage and Traditional Knowledge 
(TK) associated with IP;

8. To build up an international network of treaty 
relationships for protecting and safeguarding 
IPRs of Bhutanese nationals abroad; and

9. To strengthen the institutional and 
professional capacity of the Department to 
fulfill its mandates.

The Industrial Property Act and the Copyright Act set 
out the legal, functional and operational basis for the 
set-up of different Registries for the registration of 
different IP rights, the procedures for such registration, 
the rights conferred to the inventors and creators, 
and provisions on administrative and enforcement 
of IP rights. Further, efforts are underway to update 
these laws in line with the changing international 
IP environment. In this regard, provisions on the 
protection of incremental local innovations through the 
issuance of Utility Model Certificates, the protection of 
the region-specific products and services through the 
Geographical Indication (GI) signs and the protection 
of Trade Secrets are some of the additional provisions 
being proposed in the revised Industrial Property Bill. 

The proposed revision for the Copyright Bill includes 
among others, the additional provisions to keep 
Bhutan’s IP System abreast of the global internet and 
digital technologies which evolved in the past decades.
A successful IP regime is far beyond mere 

administration and enforcement of IP rights only. 
Therefore, the NIPP 2018 aims to foster innovation 
and creativity to improve economic, social, cultural 
and technological wellbeing in the country. The policy 
aims to facilitate the development and deployment of 
capacity building programmes and policies to upgrade 
knowledge and skills in addition to encouraging 
inventive activities in business and other commercial 
and trading enterprises. Further, effective use of modern 
and emerging technologies will be promoted and this 
will be further supplemented by establishing linkages 
between industries, research and development (R&D) 
institutions and universities. The policy also takes into 
account the building of expertise on searching freely 
available prior inventions and transfer of appropriate 
technology into the country. On the whole, the NIPP is 
expected to integrate efforts into a coherent and holistic 
mechanism to establish institutional frameworks for 
a balanced and development-oriented use of the IP 
system to spur innovation and creativity.

Act protects trademark, patent and industrial design 
through registrations.

In 2016, the IP Division was upgraded to a Department 
to cater to the increasing role of IP in facilitating 
innovation and creativity which are beyond the 
registration services. The Department of Intellectual 
Property (DoIP) under the Ministry of Economic Affairs 
(MoEA) is responsible for registration and protection 
of IP Rights as mandated by the Copyright Act and 
Industrial Property Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan and 
the implementation of the recently adopted National 
Intellectual Property Policy (NIPP) 2018.

Membership to International Legal Instruments on IP
Subsequent to becoming a member of WIPO in 1994, Bhutan had acceded to the following International IP 
Conventions till date:

1 Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization 1994

2 The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, 2004

3 The Madrid Agreement concerning the international registration of Marks 2000

4 The Madrid Protocol concerning the international registration of Marks 2000

5 The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works 2004
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DIRECTOR GENERAL

TRADEMARK
REGISTRY

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN
REGISTRY

PATENT REGISTRY PUBLIC OUTREACH 
& AWARNESS 

SECTION

VOLUNTARY  
REGISTRATION & 
DEPOSIT SYSTEM

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 
DIVISION

LEGAL & IT
SECTION

COPYRIGHT 
DIVISION

The internal working setup of the Department is as follows: Following are some of the official documents 
and publications among others relating to IP 
and are readily available at www.ipbhutan.
gov.bt:
1. The Industrial Property Act of the 

Kingdom of Bhutan, 2001
2. The Copyright Act of the Kingdom of 

Bhutan, 2001
3. The Industrial Property Rules, 2001
4. The National Intellectual Property Policy, 

2018
5. Annual Magazine
6. FAQs
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The Director General of the Department 
is assisted by the Industrial Property 
Division, the Copyright Division and the 
Legal and Information & Communication 
Technology (ICT) Unit (please refer the 
organogram). Today, the Department 
has 15 professional and 6 administrative 
staff. The staff mostly comprises of 
those who have majored in Science 
along with some who have majored in 
Humanities and Law.

Human Assets of DoIP
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Milestones

1994
Bhutan becomes a 
member of the World 
Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO).

1997 
1. Creation of a Legal 
Section in the erstwhile 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry. 

2. Promulgation of 
the Industrial Property 
Regulation. 
 
3. Bhutan becomes a 
member of the Paris 
Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial 
Property.

2000
1. Bhutan 
becomes a 
member of 
the Madrid 
Agreement 
concerning 
international 
registration of 
Marks. 

2. Bhutan 
becomes a 
member of 
the Madrid 
Protocol 
concerning 
international 
registration of 
Marks.            

2001 
Bhutan enacts the 
Copyright Act and 
Industrial Property
Act of the Kingdom of 
Bhutan. 2004

Bhutan becomes a 
member of the Berne 

Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and 

Artistic Works. 

2016 
The IP Division 

is upgraded to a 
Department. 

2018
1. The National 

Intellectual Property 
Policy (NIPP) is 

endorsed.
 

2. The Technology and 
Innovation Support 
Centers (TISCs) are 

established in two 
technical colleges and 

Thimphu TechPark.

3. The annual National 
Trademark Award is 

instituted.

4. The fi rst Annual 
Magazine of the 

Department is published.

2019 
The online Bhutan 

IP Search System is 
launched.

THE PARIS CONVENTION 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
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Trends In IPR  
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TRADEMARK REGISTRY A Trademark is a sign capable of distinguishing the 
goods or services produced or provided by one enterprise 
from those of other enterprises. Any distinctive words, 
letters, numerals, drawings, pictures, colors, logos 
or combinations may be considered a trademark. 
An increasing number of countries also allow for the 
registration of less traditional forms of trademarks 
such as three-dimensional shapes, sounds and 
olfactory (smells) signs. Trademarks help the consumer 
to identify the origin of the products, distinguish 
between products from different manufacturer and 
act as an indication of quality. Furthermore, it enables 
businesses to differentiate their products, encourage 
to invest in maintaining and improving product quality, 
obtain revenue through licensing and use as collateral 
for obtaining fi nance, among others.

The Trademark Registry was established in 1997 to 
register and provide protection to trademark. Initially, 
the Registry accepted the Trademark applications 
through National Filing System (NFS). Under the NFS, 
the Bhutanese applicants have the options to fi le their 
applications either by themselves or through registered 
IP agents. However, the international applicants are 
required to fi le their Trademark applications through IP 
agents.

INTRODUCTION

Broadly, the Trademark Registry undertakes the following 
mandates:

❖ process the registration of marks  in line with the Industrial 
Property Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan and other international 
standards;

❖ provide advisory services to the applicants;

❖ design and conduct awareness and tailored programs;

❖ study relevant international treaties and conventions for 
accession to safeguard Bhutanese trademarks abroad;

❖ assist the right holders in commercializing through the use of 
trademarks and maximizing their economic benefi t; and

❖ review and update legislations/policies.

In the year 2000, Bhutan joined the Madrid Agreement 
Concerning the International Registration of Marks and 
Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning 
the International Registration of Marks. The Madrid 
System is a convenient and cost-effective solution for 
registering the trademarks abroad. 

Over the last eighteen years of Madrid membership, 
the number of applications particularly international 
applications designated to Bhutan has increased 
signifi cantly. Almost 99% of the Trademark applications 
fi led are from the international applicants and the share 
of Bhutanese applications is very low. The low turnout 
of the Bhutanese applications is attributed to the 
nascent stage of IP situation in Bhutan. Nevertheless, 
with the various IP awareness and information sharing 
programs being regularly conducted by the DoIP, there 
is a gradual increase in the Trademark enquiries and 
Trademark fi lings, over recent years.
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Trademark registration adds great value to a business. By 
fi ling for registration, the trademark owner obtains a right 
to ownership and the right to prevent others from using 
a similar mark without the applicant’s permission. This 
assists the applicants to better protect their market share 
by barring others from copying. The registered trademark 
owner can rely on the registration as 
proof of his right to the mark and sue for 
infringement.

The Trademark applications can be fi led 
by duly fi lling-up the application form 
TM Form 7. Generally, the application 
form requires the applicant to furnish 
the name and address of the applicant, 
clear representation of the mark, list 
of goods and services sought for 
registration and required fees. The list of 
goods and services have to be refl ected 
as prescribed by the NICE Classifi cation 
System. NICE Classifi cation is an 
international classifi cation of goods and 
services applied for registration of the 
marks. Subsequently, the applications 

Registration services

As per the Industrial Property Act of the Kingdom of 
Bhutan, amongst others, a mark cannot be registered 
if it is:
❖ Incapable of distinguishing the goods or services of one 

enterprise from those of other enterprises (Descriptive and 
Generic marks);

❖ Contrary to public order or morality;

❖ Deceptive marks that are likely to mislead the public as 
regards to nature, quality or geographical origin of the goods 
or services;

❖ Identical with or is an imitation of an armorial bearing, fl ag, 
other emblems, a name, abbreviation, offi cial sign or hallmark 
adopted by the State or intergovernmental organizations;

❖ Marks that are identical/similar to Well Known marks; and

❖ Marks that are identical to earlier registered marks.

are processed for formality examination, followed by 
a substantive examination, which is again followed by 
publication for opposition and then fi nally registration. 
The registration upon receiving the duly completed 
application form is processed through an on-line system 
called IPAS (Industrial Property Administration System).

Application
Reception

Formality
Examinations

Substantive
Examination

Publication
of TM Bulletin

Renewal after 
every 10 years

Post registrations challenges:
Removal on the grounds of Non-use 
Invalidation of the marks for not 

fullfi lling the provision of the act

3 m
onth Publication

opening for opposition

Application gets 1 
m

onth for corrections
Application gets 2 

m
onth for corrections

Application gets 2 m
onth 

for counter statem
ent

Registration

Opposition

Data Entry

Appeal

Appeal

Withdraw

Withdraw

Abandon

Opposition
succeed

Opposition
failed

Defects

Objections

Notifi cation

Correction

Correction

Counter

Refuse

Decision

TM Refusal

Trademark Registration Process

Trademark Registration
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Estimated processing 
time for registration
The length of processing time depends 
on whether the application is procedurally 
in order and whether the mark faces 
objections. In the absence of any such 
objection, the registration is processed 
within 6 to 7 months after the submission 
of the application.

Term of protection
The registration of a trademark is valid 
for 10 years from the date of application. 
Protection can last indefi nitely subject to 
payment of renewal fees every 10 years 
and with proper use of the mark.

Article 6ter
Article 6ter of the Paris Convention for 
the protection of Industrial Property was 
introduced into the Paris Convention by the 
Revision Conference of the Hague in 1925.

The purpose of Article 6ter is to protect 
armorial bearings, fl ags and other State 
emblems of the States party to the Paris 
Convention as well as offi cial signs and 
hallmarks indicating control and warran-
ty adopted by them. This protection was 
extended to armorial bearings, fl ags, oth-
er emblems, abbreviations and names of 
international intergovernmental organiza-
tions by the Revision Conference of Lisbon 
in 1958.

Bhutan being a member to the Paris Con-
vention has communicated the following 
signs/emblems for protection under the 
Article 6ter:

Bibliographic Information
6ter Number:  BT1
State:   Bhutan
Address:  Intellectual Property Department 
   Ministry of Economic Affairs 
   Royal Government of Bhutan
   Thimphu
   Bhutan
6ter Category:  State emblem
Publication Date:   30.09.2011
Vienna Classifi cation:   09.07.01, 29.01.15

   Ministry of Economic Affairs 
   Royal Government of Bhutan
   Thimphu
   Bhutan

6ter Number:  BT
State:   Bhutan
Address:  Intellectual Property Department 
   Ministry of Economic Affairs 
   Royal Government of Bhutan
   Thimphu
   Bhutan
6ter Category:  Armorial bearings
Publication Date:   30.09.2011
Vienna Classifi cation:   26.01.03,26.01.15,26.01.16,   
   29.01.15, 04.03.03, 26.01.01

   Ministry of Economic Affairs 
   Royal Government of Bhutan
   Thimphu
   Bhutan

6ter Number:  BT3
State:   Bhutan
Address:  Intellectual Property Department 
   Ministry of Economic Affairs 
   Royal Government of Bhutan
   Thimphu
   Bhutan
6ter Category:  Flag
Publication Date:   30.09.2011
Vienna Classifi cation:   04.03.03, 24.07.01, 25.05.03,   
   29.01.01, 29.01.02

Major challenges
◉   The Registry lacks adequate in-house skills to conduct substantive examination

◉ With limited manpower and in-house capacity, the Registry is unable to meet several key objectives of the 
Department, such as:

a. assisting clients/right holders in commercialization process and economic utilization of their trademarks
b. designing and implementing specialized programmes

 

Future Roadmap
The Registry will strive to undertake the following plans and programs in future:
◉ Build capacity of the examiners by availing search and examination trainings and attachments with other 

competent IP offi ces.
◉ Undertake revision of the provisions on the trademarks under the draft Bill to bring it into relevancy to the 

present situation in the country and in harmony with the international standard.
◉ Conduct feasibility studies for accession to relevant international treaties/conventions/agreements.
◉ Make use of the Madrid System to facilitate registration and protection of the Bhutanese trademarks 

abroad.
◉ Design programs to encourage local trademark fi lings
◉ Assist businesses through branding strategies
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Statistical Overview

Figure 1 illustrates the number of Trademark 
applications fi led and registered through the NFS 
and MFS. As of 2018, a total of 18,150 applications 
have been fi led and out of which, 211 are Bhutanese 
applications. A total of 13,977 applications have been 
registered including 134 Bhutanese applications. The 
other applications are at various stages of registration 
procedure viz. formality examination, substantive 
examination, withdrawal, refusal, publication period, 
etc. The Trademark application fi lings through the NFS 
are high during the initial years of the launching of the 
registration system. With the accession to the Madrid 
System in 2000, fi lings through the NFS has reduced 
and complemented by the Madrid System. The fi lings 
through the Madrid System has gradually increased 
over the years. However, there has not been a single 
Bhutanese application being fi led for international 
registration and protection through the Madrid System.

 

First International 
Trademark fi led in 
Bhutan
The Trademark 
“Cartier” was fi led 
on April 30, 1997 by the Cartier International AG, 
Switzerland for NICE class 3,6,9,14,16,18,33 & 34.

First Bhutanese 
Trademark fi led
The fi rst Bhutanese 
Trademark “Pema 
Brands” was fi led 
by Mr. Yeshey Dorji, 
Wangpoh Intersales, Thimphu on July 20, 1997 
for NICE class 30.
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Some of the Registered Bhutanese Trademarks

Figure 1: Trend in the number of Trademark applications fi led
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Some of the Registered International Trademarks

 

This year the revenue generation from registration of 
trademarks crossed Ngultrum 100 million mark. The 
Trademark Registration system is the major revenue 
generator for the DoIP. As of 2018, a total of Nu. 
113.60 million has been generated by the Registry. 
The Trademark Registry also earns Swiss Franc from 

the international Trademark applications that are 
designated to Bhutan for registration through the 
Madrid System. As of 2018, a total of CHF 1.835 million 
has been deposited to the Royal Monetary Authority of 
Bhutan.

 

Record of Revenue Generation through the Trademark fi lings
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Design

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN REGISTRY What is an Industrial Design?
A composition of lines or colours or any three-dimensional 
form, or any material, whether or not associated with lines 
or colours, is deemed to be an industrial design, provided 
that such composition, form or material gives a special 
appearance to a product of industry or handicraft and can 
serve as a pattern for a product of industry or handicraft, 
and appeals to and is judged by the eye.

The Industrial Property Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan, 
2001 provides the legal basis for designers to protect 
such new designs and exercise their rights in the 
market. The industrial designs registry was established 
on May 1, 2009.

Industrial Design Registration 
process in Bhutan
In Bhutan, it is mandatory for a product to be registered 
and protected with the DoIP to acquire design rights. 
In some countries, designs are protected even if it is 
not registered. The protection gives owners the legal 
and exclusive rights to make, sell and use the products 
to facilitate commercial exploitation. The primary 
objective of such protection system is to provide 
incentives and reward for the effort and resources 
spent, and to encourage designers to further create 
and innovate. This is envisaged to assist sectors such 
as industrial and manufacturing who invest heavily 
to bring new products in the market, leading to great 
expansion in commercial activities. When a product 
serves same purpose; the appearance of product 
dominates consumers’ buying decisions. Without a 
doubt, the ability to create appealing design is assuming 
signifi cance in the era of creativity.

Criteria for Registration
The registration and protection of designs must 
meet some legal requirements. All designs seeking 
protection must be;

1. New and original: which means that there should 
be no prior publication or disclosure of the design.

2. It must be industrially applicable so that it is useful 
in the society whereby industries can reproduce or 
manufacture and sell.

3. Must not be dictated by technical functional and it 
should not be contrary to public order or morality.

If above requirements are fulfi lled, all aspects of 
product’s visual appearance are capable of protection.

Registration system in Bhutan
In Bhutan, industrial designs are based by “fi rst-to-fi le” 
rule where industrial design must be fi led for registration 
at earliest possible. Industrial design should not be 
disclosed to public by any means prior to fi ling of your 
application. An industrial design registered in Bhutan is 
only protected in Bhutan. Protection in other countries 
can be obtained by fi ling application in each country 
separately. However, to protect your novelty and if you 
wish to protect in many countries, applications for 
registration will have to be fi led within twelve months 
from the earliest date when it was fi rst fi led in any of 
the Paris Convention member countries. The term of 
protection for industrial design is 15 years from the date 
of fi ling and is subject to renewable every fi ve years.

Filing an application to register an industrial design 
requires:
	A completed application form (Form - ID1) in 

English;
	One copy of representation of the article to 

which the design is applied (drawings or photo-
graph);

	A statement of novelty in respect of the indus-
trial designs to which the design is applied; and

	Payment of the appropriate fi ling fee.
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Examination
Once the application is fi led, the applications are exam-
ined against the requirements of Act and Rules in two 
stages—the Formality Examination and Substantive 
Examination. The Substantive Examination is carried 
out with expert’s advice from WIPO as well as through 
in-house analysis by searching free databases such as 
WIPO Hague Express Database.

Publication, Renewal and Post-
Registration Related Services
All applications are published in the Design Journal 
after the registration process is complete. The aim of 
the publication of Design Journal is to disseminate 
information on industrial designs and to invite 

invalidation of industrial designs from any interested 
party. The journals are also published in the ministry 
website and shared to local IP agents.

Industrial Design Statistics
Industrial Design registry received 21 applications so 
far but with the steady increase in the number of the 
industrial design-based industries, such as handicraft, 
furniture, textile and garment, and electronic products, 
there could be gradual rise in local designs seeking 
protections. The DoIP is also planning to create special 
awareness on the importance of industrial design 
protection to mainly encourage protection of locally 
created new textile designs and the likes.

Statistics of Design Applications

SL. No. Product Applicant’s Country
1 Table

Bhutan

2 Table Design
3 Badge
4 Uniform Pattern
5 Tent Structure
6 Tea Box Packaging
7 Tea Box Packaging
8 Automobile China
9 Bottle

India

10 Bottle
11 Bottle
12 Bottle
13 Bottle
14 Automobile
15 Automobile
16 Security Seal Cap
17 Bottle
18 Roof Panel

Thailand
19 Roof Panel
20 Rotary Tiller
21 Wheel

Design and its Importance
The core concern for any enterprise, big or small, is how 
to remain ahead of its competitors and often all it takes 
is to make a small improvement to the quality of existing 
products or services rather than introducing a radically 
new product or service. To make improvements and 
to maintain quality consistently, and to communicate 
it effectively to the consumers, an enterprise invariably 
relies on use of new or original knowledge. Therefore, 
the corporate cultures’ prevailing attitudes towards 
design have begun to shift. Financial companies and 
management consultancies now have design teams, 
and include “design” in their service portfolios.

Around the globe, large corporations are strengthening 
their in-house design capabilities, and appointing 
designers to executive roles. Small startups increasingly 
recognize the value of including designers in the early 
stages of business development since design and 
business are intrinsically linked. Merely developing the 
same goods and services is not enough to guarantee 
the success in the highly competitive global market 
as consumer culture gravitates towards products that 
express good design. Industrial design is very important 
in terms of providing better products and improvising 
existing ones to establish a good harmony between 
consumer and goods through product development. 
Therefore, having good design plan can become a 
source of competitive advantage.

Registered Designs
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PATENT REGISTRY What is Patent?
A patent is an exclusive right granted for an invention, 
which is a product or a process that provides a new way 
of doing something, or offers a new technical solution 
to a problem. Any person may make an application for a 
patent either alone or jointly with another person.

Scientifi c and technological advances are an integral 
part of modern economy, and it heavily relies on the 
patent system for its growth and development. Patent 
protects inventions, whether in the form of a product or 
a process that provides a new way of doing something, 
or offers a new technical solution to a problem. Patents 
provide exclusive right for a limited period of time to 
commercially exploit the invention and to deter others 
not having the consent of the inventor from illegitimately 
benefi ting from the technology. The patent system 
has been viewed to provide incentives for innovators 
by offering them recognition for their creativity and 
enabling them to recover the returns of their investment. 
For this reason, patent is a powerful business tool that 
allows innovators to develop a strong market position 
and also earn additional revenues through licensing.

The Patent Registry was established in March 2012 to 
facilitate registration and grant protection for inventions.

Registration Services
One of the core functions of the Patent Registry is 
to grant patents for inventions. As per the Industrial 
Property Act, an invention is patentable if it is new, 
having an inventive step and is industrially applicable. 
An invention is considered to be new if it is not found 
anywhere in the world and inventive, if it is not obvious 
to a person skilled in the art. Invention should be 
capable of use in any kind of industry.

The following are not patentable even if inventions 
meet the requirements of registration:
❖  Discoveries, scientifi c theories and mathematical 

methods;
❖  Schemes, rules or methods for doing business, 

performing purely mental acts or playing games;
❖  Methods for treatment of the human or animal 

body by surgery or therapy, as well as diagnostic 
methods practised on the human or animal body; 
and

❖  Inventions, the commercial exploitation of which 
would be contrary to public order or morality.

The Patent applications can be fi led by duly fi lling up 
the application form PT-1 along with the submission 
of a patent specifi cation which comprises of the 
following:
• Title of the invention,
• A summary of the invention or abstract,
• Detailed description on how the invention works 

with examples,
• Drawings (if any) and
• Claims.

Claim is the most important part of the patent 
application that defi nes the scope of the protection 
sought by the applicant. While the national applicants 
can fi le directly to the offi ce, foreign applicants are 
required to fi le through the local IP agents.

After the application is fi led with DoIP, a series of 
assessment is carried out to check its compliance 
with the Act and the corresponding Rule. A formality 
examination is carried out to determine the correctness 
of the documents that are provided in the application. 
The next and the major step is the substantive 
examination to assess novelty and inventiveness 
of the invention described in the application. Patent 
search and examination is a highly technical process, 
and most jurisdictions around the world and most 
offi ces outsource this procedure to the International 
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Search Authorities (ISAs). Presently, 23 Patent Offices 
in the world having the technical competencies and 
required resources at their disposal are designated as 
competent ISAs.

Patent Registry at present relies on WIPO’s free 
search and examination support to the LDCs through 
the International Cooperation for Examination (ICE) 
program. As mentioned, the search and substantive 
examination is not only technical in nature but also 
resource dependent. However, WIPO assists the 
Department in building in-house capabilities to at least 
undertake formal and legal examination in addition 
to interpreting search and examination reports and 
the written opinions of the ISAs in order to deliver a 
decision of grant or refusal of patent. On granting the 
patent it is published for information. A successful 
opposition by interested party after publication could 
lead to invalidation of a patent.

Published Patent applications are rich and important 
source of technological information as they disclose 
a wide range of information such as invention, modes 
of working the invention, drawings, description and 
background information on the state of the art. The 
global and regional patent databases are mostly free 
and they provide information on the latest scientific and 
technological information. Such databases would prevent 
waste of efforts and resources in finding solutions to 
technical problems which are already solved elsewhere.

Rights Conferred by Patent:
Once a patent is granted, the owner has the following exclusive rights 
for 20 years (subject to the payment of annual maintenance fees):
(a) when the patent has been granted in respect of a product:
• making, using, offering for sale, selling or importing for these 

purposes;
• stocking such product for the purposes of offering for sale, 

selling or using;

(b) when the patent has been granted in respect of a process:
• using the process;
• doing any of the acts referred to in paragraph (a) in respect of a 

product obtained directly by means of the process.

Patents on Genetic Resources 
(GR) and Associated Traditional 
Knowledge (TK)
In the field of biotechnology and even traditional 
medicines, the patent system in general has come under 
some criticism from traditional communities and like-
minded institutions for granting patents over Genetic 
Resources (GR) and associated Traditional Knowledge 
(TK) that are known and used for generations. There 
have been instances where the patents over GR and 
TK have been granted in some countries and in some 
cases bio-piracy has also been linked to such acts. 
This issue is multi-sectoral in nature and involves 
stakeholders from agriculture, health administration, 
food and drug administration, the private sector and the 
indigenous communities. To prevent erroneous grant of 
patent rights to already known knowledge and to check 
misappropriation of GRs and associated TK, the Patent 
Registry is collaborating with the National Biodiversity 
Centre (NBC), Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, and 
the Department of Traditional Medicine Services (DTMS), 
Ministry of Health on sharing of prior arts and related 
information. DoIP is one of the Access and Benefit Sharing 
(ABS) Check Points of the government and the under this 
mechanism the Patent Registry would not process patent 
applications of inventions containing national GRs and 
associated TK without prior approval from NBC, MoAF.

Statistical Overview
The Registry saw a gradual rise in the applications within since the start of the registration system in 2012. The 
total revenue generated from the collection of patent registration related fees as of March 2019 is Nu. 0.798 M.

The figure 1 above illustrates 
that as of March 2019, the 
Registry has received 53 
applications filed by national 
and foreign applicants.

Figure 2 shows that out of 
the total 53 applications, 
the number of applications 
filed by Bhutanese inventors 
was 17, accounting to 33 
percent of the total number 
of applications filed. The 
number of applications 
filed by foreign applicants 
was 35, which corresponds 
to 67 percent of the total 
applications filed with the 
registry.

Figure 1: Trend in the number of patent applications

Figure 2: Applications filed by national and foreign applicants
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Table 2: List of Inventions filed for Patent in Bhutan
Sl. 
No. Name of the applicant Title of invention Applicant 

resident 

1 Quantum Pharmaceuticals New composition containing plant extracts for 
cosmetic treatment 

Swiss &
Bhutanese          

2 Mr. Jigme Tobgyel Cost effective maintenance free electrical grounding 
system Bhutanese 

3 Tshering Namgyel Freedom bike application Bhutanese

4 LIM, PooiNguon and Loo, Siew 
Liam & SIA, Guen Ai

Information medium and a method of producing the 
same Malaysian 

5 Varadarajan Seshamani Non -CFC refrigerant Mixture for use in multistage auto 
cascade systems Indian

6 Dr. Basheer Ahamed, Naina 
Mohamed Indian Abacus-digital Indian

7 ITC, Polymeric powered coating composition for making 
liquid filled polymeric beads and method thereof Indian

8 National Biodiversity Centre Novel anti-malarial alkaloid compound Bhutanese
9 Mr. Tshering Namgyel Electric bicycle Bhutanese

10 Mr.Tshering Namgyel RIB concrete wall Bhutanese
11 Paramount Surgimed Ltd. Retractable universal safety scalpel Indian

12 Mr. Jigme Tobgyel Cost -effective, clean and efficient biomass 
combustion system. Bhutanese

13 Mr. Jigme Tobgyel
Non-catalytic and multi biomass fuel combustion 
apparatus with integrated gasifier and direct 
combustion functions.

Bhutanese

14 ITC Limted Rolling bundling mechanism for automatic opening 
and closing. Indian

15 Mr. Tashi Wangchuk Low cost Bhutan electric vehicle Bhutanese
16 Mr.Tshering Namgyel Electric garbage cleaning unit. Bhutanese
17 Mr.Tshering Namgyel Electric vacuum garbage cleaner Bhutanese

18 ITC Limited Packet for holding substantially elongated articles 
such as cigarettes. Indian 

19 Altigreen Propulsion Labs 
Private Limited A motor-generator shaft with centrifugal fan blades. Indian

20 SP Advanced Engineering 
Materials Private Limited 

A process of manufacturing bio-based hybrid 
advanced composites and product thereof. Indian

21 Crystal Lagoons(Curacao) B.V     Floating lake system and methods of treating water 
within a floating lake Dutch 

22 Cipla Limited Inhaler device Indian

23 Crystal Lagoons(Curacao) B.V System and method for maintaining water quality in 
large water bodies. Dutch

24 Visterra Inc. Antibody molecules to dengue virus and uses thereof. American
25 Andritz Hydro GmbH Process for repairing damage to hard coatings. Austrian 
26 Andritz Hydro GmbH Process for manufacture or assembly of turbines Austrian
27 Cipla Europe NV Breath actuated Inhaler Device Belgian

28

Indian Council of Medical 
Research, Center for Applied 
Research and Development 
(CARD)

Fly ash based mosquito larvicidal formulations of 
Bacillus Thuringiensis var. Israelensis (Serotype H14) Indian 

Sl. 
No. Name of the applicant Title of invention Applicant 

resident 

29 Mr. Namgay Food Grain Winnower operable manually and 
electrically. Bhutanese

30 Crystal Lagoons (Curacao) B.V. Suctioning device for large artificial water bodies Dutch 

31 HSIL Limited Tamper evident security closure to access opening of a 
container, in particular a bottle. Indian 

32. Namgay Nine grain sorting machine Bhutanese
33. Ugyen Jatsho Customized chopper motor cycle Bhutanese
34. Deependra Pourel Goods Hauling Machine Bhutanese
35. Garab Dorji Self starch reducing rice cooker apparatus Bhutanese
36. Nivia synthetics pvt. ltd A multi-fuze gaming object Indian

37. Carpi Tech B.V Method and device for the laying down of a 
geomembrane Dutch

38 Visterra, inc. Formulations of antibody molecules to dengue virus American
39 Vleaf Participacoes Ltd A vertical-axis wind turbine Brazilian

40 Serum Institute of India Pvt. Ltd

Improved methods for enhancing antibody productivity 
in mammalian cell culture and minimizing aggregation 
during downstream, formulation processes and stable 
antibody formulations obtained thereof

Indian

41 Mr. Sonam Tshering Thread spinning machine Bhutanese

42 Serum Institute of India Pvt. Ltd
An immunogenic composition having improved 
stability, enhanced immunogenicity and reduced 
reactogenicity and process for preparation thereof

Indian

43 9449710 Canada Inc. Terephthalic acid esters formation Canadian 
44 Mr. Tshering Namgyal Soundless Water Hammering Ram Pump Bhutanese

45 Mr. Surasak Bamrungwong System and Methods for Network Marketing 
Compensation Thailand

46 Elkem Asa Cast Iron Inoculant And Method For Production Of Cast 
Iron Inoculant Norway

47 Elkem Asa Cast Iron Inoculant And Method For Production Of Cast 
Iron Inoculant Norway

48 Elkem Asa Cast Iron Inoculant And Method For Production Of Cast 
Iron Inoculant Norway

49 Elkem Asa Cast Iron Inoculant And Method For Production Of Cast 
Iron Inoculant Norway

50 Elkem Asa Cast Iron Inoculant And Method For Production Of Cast 
Iron Inoculant Norway

51 RIO Tinto Alcan International 
LTD. 

Piercing Device Comprising a Tubular Sheath attached 
to a jack Canada

52 CTC Global corporation Systems, Methods and Tools for the Interrogation of 
Composite strength members USA

53 Mr. Takaitsu Kobayashi

Working Medium Property Difference Power 
Generation System and Working Medium Property 
Difference Power Generation Method That Uses the 
Power Generation System

Japan
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In the financial year 2018-19, the patent registry has 
examined and is processing to grant the following 
two international patent applications. Both the patent 
applications are received in 2013 from Indian nationals:
1. Non-CFC refrigerant Mixture for use in multistage 

auto cascade systems, and Polymeric powered 
coating composition for making liquid filled poly-
meric beads and method thereof. The invention is 
of refrigerant mixture having one hydro chloroflu-
orocarbon, hydro fluorocarbon, fluorocarbon, hy-
drocarbons and natural gases. The unique inven-
tion about this patent is that it is non-flammable, 
non-toxic refrigerant mixture having no chlorofluo-
rocarbon popularly known as CFC.

2. The powdered polymeric coating composition for 
coating liquid filled beads or capsules having re-
vised content of cellulose, alkali salts of alginate, 
natural gum, starch, metal oxide in respective per-
centage and ratio. Not only has it revealed a dis-
tinctive innovation product but also the methods of 
producing the powdered-polymeric-coating-com-
position too.

Challenges
There are several challenges faced by the Patent 
Registry in the registration and grant of patents. First, 
the Registry needs to build optimal capacity to handle 
gradually increasing number of applications in various 
technological fields. The present examiners are with 
bio-science background and often face constraints in 
carrying out prior art search and examination of the 
inventions.

Second, the Registry to some extent faces difficulty 
in analyzing the examination reports and written 
opinion prepared by the ISAs for Bhutan’s patent 
applications. This is in larger part attributable to highly 
technical nature of examination reports in a wide 

range of technological fields. Efforts are put in place to 
strengthen in-house capabilities in patent search and 
examination techniques. In addition, to build long term 
capabilities of the registry and to address some of the 
challenges highlighted, the Department periodically 
engages with the WIPO on capacity building programs 
for the patent examiners.

Ongoing Activities
• Finalizing the provisions on Patent under 

the revised draft Industrial Property Bill.

• Enhancement of the capacity of three 
Technology and Innovation Support 
Centers (TISCs) network for free access to 
patent information;

• Promote the development of collaboration/
networks among the universities, industries 
and other institutions to engage in R&D and 
innovative activities;

• Collaborate with international agencies 
to explore and introduce appropriate 
technologies in the country

• Create awareness on Patent System to 
various national stakeholders and general 
public.

Electric Garbage Cleaning Unit

Verticle Axis Wind Turbine Indian Abacus Digital

Breath Actuated Inhaler Device

Patents filed in BhutanPatent Grant in the Fiscal Year 2018-2019
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COPYRIGHT DIVISION Background
The Copyright Division oversees matters relating to copyright in line with the Copyright Act of the Kingdom of 
Bhutan, 2001 (hereafter referred to as Copyright Act). The Division administers copyright and related rights by 
shouldering the following roles and responsibilities, among others;

• Promotion and protection of literary and artistic works in line with the Copyright Act.

• Draft Rules and Regulations on Copyright and Related Rights.

• Design, collaborate and conduct awareness and training programs to promote knowledge and 
understanding of copyright and related rights.

• Facilitate Voluntary registration/deposit of copyright and related rights works and   maintain up-to date 
database.

• Maintain inventory on copyright and related rights works.

• Facilitate administration and management of copyright and related rights through establishment of 
Collective Management Organizations (CMOs).

• Review legislations and policies on copyright and study international treaties and conventions for 
accession.

• Provide advisory services to right-holders.

The Voluntary Deposit and Registration System (VDRS)

Copyright protection does not require any formalities 
or registration procedures unlike the other Intellectual 
Properties. Being a member to the Berne Convention, 
copyright protection automatically subsists with the 
creation of a work.

Nonetheless, the Division has set up the VDRS of 
copyright works in 2012 to facilitate the Copyright 
owners to establish prima-facie evidence over their 
works in times of litigation. The VDRS for copyright 
works assists the owners to establish a simple and 
effective means to clearly establish authorship and to 
foster a greater degree of respect for the moral and 
economic rights of owners.

Ever since the launch of the system, various copyright 
works such as books, audios, movie scripts etc, has 
been registered with the offi ce. The system has given 
the right holders confi dence to commercialize and 
benefi t from their creative works.

In spite of the fact that the registration of work is on a 
voluntary basis, the number of applications has been 
gradually increasing. This is expected to further increase 
as people become more aware on the importance of 
registering their works and its benefi ts. As of now, 
under the VDRS, 170 works has been registered under 
various categories of works. 
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Figure 1: Statistical illustration of the voluntarily registered works        

The Division has registered 21 works when the VDRS 
was fi rst launched in 2012. At 100 works, the Division has 
received the highest number of works for registration 
in the year 2015. It is noted that since the registration 
system is on a voluntary basis, the registration solely 
depends on the interest and awareness of the owners. 
As a result, the number of application varies each year.

Sl. 
No Work Category Total

1 Literary work 117
2 Dramatic Work 19
3 Derivative Work 0
4 Musical Work 9
5 Artistic Work 25
 Total 170

Table 1: Categories of works received for registration

Copyright protection extends to original expressions 
which includes literary works, artistic works, dramatic 
works, audio-visual, derivative works and musical 
works. 

Table 1 illustrates the registration of works under 
different categories of works. The Division has received 
the highest number of applications in the fi eld of literary 
works like books, articles, proposals and other writings. 
A good number of other works like songs, movie scripts, 
movies, drawings and art works are also registered 
under dramatic, musical and artistic works. The offi ce 
is yet to receive applications fi led for derivative works.

The fi gure 2 illustrates the amount of revenue generated 
by the Copyright Division through VDRS. From the 
inception of the offi ce till May 2019, the Division has 
generated a total of Nu. 37000 through collection 
of registration fees. The maximum amount at Nu. 
19800 was collected in the year 2015 as compared 
to the amount of Nu. 900 collected in 2013 and 2019. 
Although the fi gure shows collection of fees amounting 
to Nu. 900 in the year 2019, it only covers 5 months 
period from January-May.

Figure 2: Revenue generation from Copyright Registration

 

 

  

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

20000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

6700

900

3600

19800

1800 1700 1600
900

Total Fees Collected

Years

Membership to International Copyright Treaties and Conventions

Bhutan is a member to the following;
Treaty/Convention Entry into force
Berne Convention for the 
Protection of Literary and Artistic 
Works

2004

Bhutan became a member of the Berne Convention for 
the Protection of Literary and Artistic Work in November 
2004 and it remains as the only International treaty/
convention Bhutan has acceded to. The convention is 
the oldest international convention governing Copyright 
and it is aimed to harmonize the copyright laws of the 
contracting states.

The changing face of Copyright especially with the 
rise and advancement of digital technology has 
consequently broadened the scope of copyright as well 

as the challenges. In addition, there is a need to step up 
efforts and give stronger protection to the creators over 
their creations in the new marketplace.  

In order to address the challenges, foster stronger 
protection and keep abreast of new developments in 
the fi eld of Copyright and Related Rights, the Copyright 
Division has initiated feasibility studies to accede to 
major Copyright International treaties/conventions 
namely; The WIPO Copyright Treaty & The WIPO 
Performances and Phonograms Treaty also known 
as the WIPO “Internet Treaties”. In the near future the 
division will also carry out similar studies to accede to:

i.  Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances &
ii.  The Marrakesh Treaty 
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Current Scenario 
Level of Awareness and awareness raising activities
The level of awareness on copyright and related 
rights is still relatively low amongst the people. Due 
to limited awareness, there is limited appreciation and 
acknowledgment for creative works and infringement 
of works is widespread. It is critical to fully recognize 
and appreciate the importance of copyright and 
related rights to enhance and garner participation, 
cooperation and support from the stakeholders and 

users alike, without which the copyright regime may 
reach an impasse. Awareness on copyright and related 
rights is very critical, and an important mechanism 
for the progressive development and contribution of 
creative sectors in the country. The importance of the 
copyright based industries is illustrated below from a 
study conducted by WIPO “Economic contribution of 
copyright based industries”.  

The above graph shows the contribution of copyright 
based industries to in the countries listed on the graph. 
The blue bar represents the percentage contribution 
to GDP and the red bar represents contribution to 
employment. As per the study, in Bhutan Copyright 
based industries contributed 5.5% of GDP and 10.1% in 
terms of total employment. 

In terms of awareness raising activities undertaken 
the division has organized numerous Regional, Sub-
Regional and National seminars/workshops. These 
workshops and seminars have covered various 
stakeholders representing business, copyright-
based industries, businesses, enforcement agencies, 
government agencies and education institutions. The 
World IP Day has also been used as a major platform 
to disseminate information to educate people about 
copyright. Apart from the numerous awareness 

workshop on copyright and related rights, the office 
also used other awareness approaches like, developing 
and sharing brochures amongst the general public, in 
an effort to raise the level of awareness.

Even with numerous awareness activities already 
carried out in the past, awareness programs remains 
a top priority for the office. There is a long-term need 
to continue with awareness activities by improving 
and developing new promotional materials to suit the 
needs of changing time and taste of people to enhance 
awareness amongst the people. In doing so, in addition 
to the existing promotional materials, the office has 
developed video clips on copyright and related rights. 
The division is also under the process of developing 
other materials like audio spots and music videos to 
further enhance the awareness of copyright and related 
rights. 

 

Source: WIPO
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Introduction
The Intellectual Property (IP) plays a very crucial role 

in fostering innovation, creativity and building trust and 

confidence in consumers. In absence of IP, consumers 

will not be protected and inventers would not benefit 

from their invention, research and development would 

be discouraged. Similarly, artists would not be fully 

compensated for their creations and cultural vitality 

would suffer as a result. New ideas, inventions and 

creations are therefore deemed worth protecting both 

domestically and abroad.

Currently, the use and application of IP assets are 

generally low owing to the limited level of 

awareness among the general public. In order to 

address this issue, the unit in collaboration with 

the registries conducts two types of advocacies;

i) General Awareness Programs 

ii) Specialized Awareness Programs.  

General awareness programs are targeted to the 

general consumers, entrepreneurs, and educa-

tion institutes. Specialized awareness programs 

are usually targeted to the participants of special 

groups like Technical Training Colleges and Insti-

tutes, Enforcement Agencies, Associations, any 

other relevant groups. Such awareness programs 

are intended to encourage registration, promotion 

and utilization of IP for socio-economic, techno-

logical and cultural development.

Apart from the awareness programs, the unit also 

offers a special financial incentive by conducting 

the Nation Trademark Award competition 

annually. The award directly implements one of 

the policy strategies enshrined in the National 

Intellectual Property Policy 2018 “Incentives to 

Encourage Innovation and Creativity.”

Objectives
The Outreach Unit was instituted with the following 
objectives:

	 Promote awareness on Intellectual Property (IP)  
	 Encourage the creation and use of IP assets.
	 Promote respect for IP

IP outreach campaign is not just limited to educating the 
general public but also aimed at influencing the behavior 
of general public to create IP, encourage registration, 
utilization of IP and promoting respect for IP.

Mandates of Public Outreach Unit

In order to achieve the goal of creating wider 
awareness and promoting registration and 
utilization of IP, the Outreach Unit endeavors to 
achieve the following mandates:

a. Co-ordinate and conduct awareness work-
shops and trainings at varied levels for focused 
groups on IP in collaboration with the registries

b. Participate in consultations/committee meet-
ings/workshops/other meetings

c. Develop materials on IP awareness (TV spots, 
brochures, pamphlets, advertisements posters 
etc.)

d. Develop annual report for the Department

e. Review and suggest amendments to the exist-
ing work manuals and office procedures

f. Explore the potential home-grown inventions 
and co-ordinate with VTIs (Technical Institutes) 
and other agencies in improving them in collab-
oration with the concerned registries

g. Look into the possibility of registering the im-
proved version of home-grown inventions under 
the Utility Model/Patent

Overview of General Outreach Programs
As an annual event, the Department initiated numerous outreach activities to create a comprehensive understanding 
of key issues and concerns, imparting knowledge and increasing awareness about IPR protection and enforcement 
as well as empowering businesses to leverage IPR. The following table illustrates the statistical overview of the 
outreach programs organized by the Department until the year 2017:

Table 1: Statistical Overview of Outreach Programs till 2017

Sl. No Target Group
No. of participants 

till 2017 
Program Type

1 Business Communities 1409 General Awareness & Focused group
2 Enforcement agencies 28 Focused group 
3 Schools 540 General Awareness
4 Technical Training Institutes 401 Focused group
5 World IP day celebrations 3587 General Awareness
6 Others 108 Special meetings and seminars
  Total 6073

Table.1 depicts that the outreach program has reached to total of 6073 target participants of varying groups. 
Until 2017, the major chunk of the participants (3587) captured were during the celebration of World Intellectual 
Property Day (April 26) annually. The participants involved during the IP day celebration constitute conglomeration 
of business communities, school students, civil servants, non-governmental organizations and associations.
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www.ipbhutan.gov.bt

As a part of awareness program and to increase the 
general understanding and use of IP, the DoIP published 
its fi rst Annual Magazine since the fi scal year 2017-2018.

The magazine provides basic information on different 
topics of IP, statistics and some case examples. It also 
contains some of the programs and activities executed 
by the Department in the fi scal year 2017-2018. Through 
this, we aspire to increase information dissemination, 
strengthen the use of IP, and promote and encourage 
creativity and innovation for social, cultural, technological 
growth and economic development of the country.

Raising awareness and communicating knowledge on 
IP to the general public is one of the core mandates 
of the Department. As in the past years, the DoIP 
conducted several outreach activities. Eight awareness 
programs have been successfully conducted and 
approximately 823 participants have been sensitized 
regarding importance of IP and protection of IPR. The 
list of stake-holders where the programs have been 
conducted are as follows:

1. Start-up Entrepreneurs (Start-up Innovation 
Tech Week)

2. National Institute for Zorig Chusum, Thimphu
3. DHI BizAP Cohort 2 Entrepreneurs
4. Economic Development Offi cers
5. Workshop on Brands and Designs Project
6. Patent Search Workshop
7. College of Science and Technology
8. Awareness on IP at Terma Linca Resort

The Department conducts such awareness to promote 
general understandings on IP and create a basic 
understanding on the legal provisions of IP Acts. The 
main objective of such programs is to stimulate creativity 
and utilization of IP assets among the general public. The 
Table below shows the statistical overview of awareness 
programs executed in the fi scal year 2018-2019:

Table. 2 depicts that the Department has conducted 
two types of awareness; i) General awareness and 
ii) Focused group awareness to various groups of 
participants. 
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☸ Works that automatically enter the public 

domain upon creation, because they are not 

the subject matter of protection.

☸ Works that have been assigned to the public 

domain by creators.☸ Works that have expired the copyright term 

of protection.

Public Domain

X
Enforcement of copyright

Owners are responsible for monitoring any 

infringement of their copyright works;

Owners can take legal action on their own if  

their rights have been infringed;
Registration of works with the Intellectual 

Property Office shall not guarantee their claim 

of ownership and in case of dispute it is the 

Court which will eventually decide the rightful 

ownershipLimitations on copyright
Limited amount of works can be used without 

the permission of authors for the purpose of 

personal, educational, research and reportage. 

The extend of such free use by circumstances in 

which copies are made and that the limitations 

are not meant to permit wholesale indiscriminate 

copying.

Copyright infringement
Copyright infringement occurs when a person 

copies someone else's copyrighted works 

without the  prior permission or consent of  the 

owners. 

Penalties for  violation
The Copyright Act 2001 provides for both civil 

remedies and criminal sanctions. 
Civil remedies; the Court shall ask the infringer 

to compensate the right owners for the damages 

suffered by the latter. Criminal sanctions; the infringer shall be guilty of 

misdemeanor or liable to pay damages or both.THINK, IMAGINE AND CREATE!
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Brochures on IP

Videos on IP

Department has covered a total of 823 participants for 
the fi scal year 2018-2019 alone. From the total of 823 
participants, 661 participants were captured during the 
specialized awareness programs and 92 participants 
were captured during the general awareness program. 

Specialized awareness programs were tailored with a 
relevant IP subjects to befi t the needs of the particular 
groups like business communities, Technical Training 
Institutes/Colleges and any other relevant agencies. 
Participants who attended the general awareness 
program includes government agencies and participants 
of World IP Day. 

Awareness on the Importance of 
Intellectual Property (IP) for 
Entrepreneurship and Self Employment

The DoIP was invited to conduct an awareness on the 
importance of Intellectual Property for the College of 
Science and Technology (CST) on 25th May 2019 and 
for the Start-up Entrepreneurs on 31st May 2019 at 
Terma Linca Resort, Thimphu. A total of 100 Start-up 
Entrepreneurs attended the program at Terma Linca 
Resort and more than 400 students and teachers 
attended the awareness program at the CST.

The program was a part of the project on 
‘Entrepreneurship and Self Employment’ which was 
initiated by a group of entrepreneurs who attended 
a program called LEAD Alliance in Mongolia last 
year. The main objective of the awareness program 

Table 2: Statistical Overview of Outreach Programs in the Fiscal Year 2018-19
SI. No Target Groups No. of Participants Program Type

1 Business Communities 150 Specialized Program
2 Technical Training Institutes/College 511 Specialized Program
3 Government Agencies 20 General Awareness
4 World IP Day 72 General Awareness
5 Others 70 Specialized Trainings/Meetings/work-

shops
Total 823

Apart from the Magazine, the Department has also 
developed its website (www.ipbhutan.gov.bt) in order 
to provide the basic information on Department and the 
IP subjects to the general public.

The pamphlets and video spots containing a brief 
information on Trademark, Industrial Design, Patent 
and Copyright are also available with the offi ce. These 
video spots are screened and brochures are distributed 
to the participants during the IP workshops for further 
clarity.

IP Theme song: The song was composed by Mr. 
Tashi Dendup and was launched on 26th April 2019 to 
promote the understanding on IP and its importance. 
The song can be downloaded from the Departments 
website www.ipbhutan.gov.bt

IP Promotional Materials Special Features of Outreach Activities for the Fiscal Year 2018-2019
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was to promote self-employment and encourage 
entrepreneurs to leverage on Intellectual Property 
Systems in entrepreneurship development.

The participants were sensitized on the basics of IP 
(Trademark, Copyright, Patent and Industrial Designs) 
and on the importance of protecting IP in accordance 
with the legal provisions under the Copyright Act and 
Industrial Property Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan, 2001. 
For further clarity, the offi cials of DoIP also participated 
in the panel discussions.

Awareness on Intellectual Property for 
the DHI BizAP Cohort 2 Entrepreneurs, 
at the Financial Institutions Training 
Institute (FITI), Thimphu 

The Department also conducted an awareness program 
on intellectual property for the DHI BizAP Cohort 2 
Entrepreneurs on 23rd April 2019 at the Financial 

Awareness to the start-up entrepreneurs

Awareness at Terma Linca Resort, Thimphu

Awareness at Financial Institutions Training Institute, Thimphu

Institutions Training Institute (FITI), Thimphu. A total of 
22 entrepreneurs attended the session. The awareness 
program was part of the BIZAP program initiated by the 
Druk Holding and Investments Limited.

The principle objective of the awareness program was 
to impart and disseminate the basic understanding of 
various intellectual properties and their relevance in 
any business undertaking.

Through such participation, the DoIP not only aspires to 
educate the general public but also intends to infl uence 
the behavior of the general public to create and innovate 
IP, encourage its protection through registration, utilize 
IP to promote their brand and reputation in the market 
and promote respect for IP.

Awareness on Intellectual Property at the 
Start-up Acceleration Program

The participants of start-up innovation tech week 
were sensitized on the signifi cance of IP and IP rights 
during the start-up Acceleration Program organized by 
Entrepreneurship Division, Department of Employment 
and Human Resources, Ministry of Labor and Human 
Resources, on January 15, 2019 at Hotel Riverside, 
Thimphu. 

The aspiring start-up entrepreneurs were from; 
i) Mobile Service Banking; 
ii) Druk Active; 
iii) Mushroom Farm and Spawn Production; 
iv) Rice Transplantation Machine; 
v) Bhutan Animation; 
vi) Pouf Chair Production; 
vii) Natural Pigment Production; 
viii) Bhutan Organic Fertilizer; 
ix) Polar Brezz Air Cooler; 
x) E-Agriculture; 
xi) Cyprus. AI. 

There was a total of 15 participants. To disseminate 
knowledge on IP, magazine and pamphlets on 
different IP subjects were also distributed.



56 | Annual IP Magazine 2019 Annual IP Magazine 2019 | 57

Opening of the Brands and Designs Project Workshop

Director Andrew M. Ong, WIPO and Mr. Guilio Zanetti after witnessing a local performance during the Brands and Designs 
Project Mission

Mr. David Simmons, Counsellor, WIPO meeting with Dasho 
Secretary, MoEA

Director Andrew M. Ong, WIPO and Mr. Guilio Zanetti 
taking a time away from the mission’s schedule.

WIPO Officials at APIC during Brands and Designs Project 
Mission

Special Workshop on Copyright and Related Rights in Tokyo, 
Japan 

KIPA Team with the faculty of the College of Science and Technology

Dasho Karma Ura and DG, DoIP with WIPO Officials at the Dochula 
Tshechu, 2018

International Cooperation 
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Creating IP Awareness......

Awareness at the Start-Up Center- Changzamtog, Thimphu

National Seminar on Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

Awareness at the National Institute for Zorig Chusum, Kawajangsa, Thimphu
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If you are hungry in Samdrupjongkhar 
and have a good appetite, the best place 
to visit is hotel Pholang Katang. 

Pholang Katang in tshangla is big 
stomach. If the serving is not generous, 
you could have mistaken the name for the 
owner, a short man with a round tummy.

Owner Sonam agrees. One fi ne day after 
hiring the hotel from a friend, Sonam 
approached Garab Rinpoche for a name. 
Superstitious, he thought a name from a 
respected lama would bring him success. 

“After looking at me for a while, Rinpoche 
said Pholang Katang,” he recalls. That’s 
how the hotel got its name. “People used 
to tell me that the name could have been 
derived from my fi gure,” he says. Sonam 
has no regrets. 

The name benefi ted who visit the hotel. 
“Unlike others, I don’t charge for second 
helpings,” Sonam says.

The name may sound funny, but Sonam 
is laughing his way to the bank. 

Like Sonam, there are many who got the 
name of the business establishments 
from Rinpoches. 

The cable TV supplier is Phakpa Cable, 
Kala Yongba. Ka Kha Ga Nga and Yenang 
Phai are other hotels and shops. 

Ka Kha Ga Nga shop’s owner, Karma 
Lhamo, 37, said she wanted to name her 
shop based on her three children and 
suggested as Puensum (three siblings) 
but her friends suggested her to visit 
Dzongsar Jamyang Khentse Rinpoche. 
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Tashi Dema

Increasing hospitality and entertainment 
(HE) expense is a burden on current expend-
iture, sometimes causing resource gaps, as 
it is met from domestic revenue.

Figures from finance ministry’s annual 
financial statement indicate that more than 
Nu 140M was spent every year on HE. In 
2016-17, the expenditure on HE was Nu 
142.01M.

While the Prime Minister, National As-
sembly Speaker, Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, cabinet ministers, National Council 
chairperson and Opposition Leader receive 
the actual amount spent on HE,  drang-
pons of the Supreme Court, Attorney Gen-
eral, Chief Justice of the High Court, gov-
ernment secretaries, head of constitutional 
offices avail Nu 160,000 for HE.

Head of departments, directorate, 
missions, consulate,  dzongdags,  throm-
pons  and  drangpons  of High Court and 
members of the constitutional  offices  get 
Nu 80,000. Drungkhag drangpons and heads 
of regional offices get Nu 30,000. Gups are 
paid Nu 10,000 for HE.   Pg 18
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HE expense 
costing the 
exchequer dear
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Focus Point

THAT THE PEOPLE SHALL BE INFORMED

The only cap needed is on 
morality, says PM

Did economic 
growth benefit 
the poor?

Tshering Dorji

N
otwithstanding the sub-
stantial reduction in prev-
alence of poverty in the 
country, income inequal-
ity has remained the same 

for more than a decade.  
The country’s richest 20 percent of the 

population has been consuming 7 times 
more than the poorest 20 percent since 
2007, according to poverty analysis reports 
of the past four years.

In 2003, the top 20 percent consumed 
eight times more than the bottom 20 per-
cent. Consequently, the gini coefficient 
dropped from 0.416 in 2003 to 0.35 in 2007, 
from where it began to increase to 0.36 
in 2012 and 0.38 in 2017. There is also no 
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times more than the poorest 
20% for the past 10 years

Richest 20% have 
been consuming 7

specific target of gini coefficient in the 12th 
Plan, which has been set as less than 0.38. 

The poverty reports also indicate that 
economic growth has not benefitted the 
poor and called for pro-poor policies. 

For instance, the 2003 poverty analysis 
report stated that no special poverty inter-
ventions were targeted in the past and it 
was addressed broadly, through expansion 
of social services. It however stated that Nu 
560M would be required annually if the pov-
erty was to be eliminated. 

The 2007 report stated that if all the 
poor were to benefit from the economic 
growth of 8 percent (which was achieved 
between 2000 and 2007), it would take five 
years for the median poor to exit poverty 
and 12 and half years for subsistence poor. 
The report also warned that economic 
growth may not benefit the extreme poor 
and recommended pro-poor policies and 
targeted interventions.

The country has actually achieved an av-
erage economic growth of more than 8 per-
cent between 2009 and 2013 and 8 percent 
since 2013. However, even after a decade, 
poverty prevails. 

  Pg 2

Pg.5 Q&A: Inability to coordinate 
our efforts is civil service’s 
biggest challenge Pg.8 Dadgari bazaar, a popular 

market for Bhutanese

What’s in a name?
In Rinpoches they trust

If you are hungry in Samdrupjongkhar 
and have a good appetite, the best place 
to visit is hotel Pholang Katang.

Pholang Katang in tshangla is big 
stomach. If the serving is not generous, 
you could have mistaken the name for 
the owner, a short man with a round 
tummy.

Owner Sonam agrees. One fine day 
after hiring the hotel from a friend, 
Sonam approached Garab Rinpoche 
for a name. Superstitious, he thought 
a name from a respected lama would 
bring him success.

“After looking at me for a while, 
Rinpoche said Pholang
Katang,” he recalls. That’s how the hotel 
got its name. “People used to tell me 
that the name could have been derived 
from my figure,” he says. Sonam has no 
regrets.

The name benefited who visit the hotel. 
“Unlike others,
I don’t charge for second helpings,” 
Sonam says.

The name may sound funny, but Sonam 
is laughing his way to the bank.

Like Sonam, there are many who got 
the name of the business establishments 
from Rinpoches.

The cable TV supplier is Phakpa Cable, 
Kala Yongba. Ka Kha Ga Nga and 
Yenang Phai are other hotels and shops.

Ka Kha Ga Nga shop’s owner, Karma 
Lhamo, 37, said she wanted to name her 

shop based on her three children and 
suggested as Puensum (three siblings) 
but her friends suggested her to visit 
Dzongsar Jamyang Khentse Rinpoche.

She then went to Rinpoche with her 
husband and suggested the name they 
had in their mind. “Rinpoche then gave 
us a name written on a piece of paper 
and told us to use it.”

“It was good that we resorted to 
Rinpoche. The business is doing well 
today. We also realised that the name 
we have suggested for the shop was not 
suitable,” Karma Lhamo said. Ka Kha 
Ga Nga are the first four alphabets of 
Dzongkha.

Hotel Kala Yongba’s owner, Tashi 
Tseten, 50, said he has been running 
a hotel in Samdrupjongkhar for more 
than a decade. “It was Bhutan hotel 
before and it didn’t do well.”

Besides business going into a loss, he 
said that he also got some problems 
with the registration of the name and 
requested Rinpoche for a new name. “I 
was fortunate that Rinpoche gave the 
name Kala Yongba because it’s one of 

the local deities of Samdrupjongkhar.”
A truck driver, Thukten Tashi, 33, said 
that although the names are unique and 
funny, they are blessed names given by 
Garab Rinpoche and Dzongsar Jamyang 
Khentse Rinpoche. “We should respect 
those names.”

He said most people name their 
businesses after theirs’ or their children’s 
name, which makes it common. “These 
names are unique and stand out.”

Residents said that people feel excited 
to taste food served in those hotels with 
funny names.

“Yenang Phai could have been more 
appropriate if it was a hotel rather than 
a shop. The names are a good marketing 
strategy,” says a resident.

Yenang Phai means bring lunch or the 
pack lunch house in tshangla. Despite 
Samdrupjongkhar town, there are also 
shops and hotels with such names.

Owners of Mezumazhing hotel in 
Jomotshangkha and Aie Sam Nai Sam 
in Dewathang could have been the idea 
of the Rinpoches.

Dzongkhag
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Younten Tshedup | Gelephu

This little Thursday mar-
ket outside Bhutan Gate in 
Gelephu is shoppers’ para-
dise of a sort. All manner of 
goods is sold here – flowers, 
garments, fabrics, jewelry, 
utensils, household tools, 
construction materials, veg-
etables, fruits, meat, fish…
You can also find copies of 
famous brands. Fancy a pair 
of adidas sneakers? There 
is abibas for you. Welcome 
to Dadgari Bazaar, Assam, 
India.

Every Thursday, Gelephu 
town is empty. The residents 
of the town are in Dadgari 
Bazaar. This rapidly-grow-
ing market attracts  shop-
pers from Sarpang, Tsirang, 
Zhemgang, Nganglam, Pu-
nakha, and Wangdu among 
others. 

Karma Lhamo from Sar-
pang has come for weekly 
vegetable shopping. She 
hops from one stall to an-

other comparing the prices. 
“The trick is not to show 

that you in a hurry and bar-
gain to the last ngultrum,” 
she says, inspecting the fresh 
and healthy-looking vegeta-
bles. 

The reason why most 
Bhutanese come to Dadgari 
Bazaar is because of the 
prices of the commodities; 
everything is a lot cheaper 
here than in the shops of 
Gelephu town.

An Indian businessman, 
Krishna, recollects how Dad-
gari was some three decades 
ago. “There were only a 
handful of pan shops along 
the roadsides.” Today, it is a 
noisy settlement, especially 
on the market day. There 
are more than 200 business 
establishments in Dadgari. 

“The bazaar is popular 
among the Bhutanese be-
cause you can get whatever 
you want and at a much 
cheaper price,” says Krishna. 
“This place has the potential 

Dadgari bazaar, a popular 
market for Bhutanese

 Every Thursday more than 2,000 Bhutanese flock to the weekly market in Dadgari

to become bigger in the fu-
ture.” For some reason, this 
has not happened. 

A Gelephu businessman, 
Santosh, says that most of the 
shops in the town go without 
any business on market day 

in Dadgari. “If Dadgari de-
velops in the future, it will 
become what Jaigaon is to 
Phuentsholing.” 

A civil servant said that 
he was worried about a 
large amount of Bhutanese 

money going out. “Even if 
the amount spent is small, 
the number of Bhutanese 
spending outside is huge,” 
he said. “Money could stay 
in the country if we decided 
to grow what we eat.” 

Kelzang Wangchuk | 
Samdrupjongkhar 

If you are hungry in Samdrup-
jongkhar and have a good ap-
petite, the best place to visit is 
hotel Pholang Katang.

Pholang Katang in tshangla 
is big stomach. If the serving is 
not generous, you could have 
mistaken the name for the 
owner, a short man with a round 
tummy.

Owner Sonam agrees. 
One fine day after hiring the 
hotel from a friend, Sonam ap-
proached Garab Rinpoche for a 
name. Superstitious, he thought 
a name from a respected lama 
would bring him success.

“After looking at me for a 
while, Rinpoche said Pholang 
Katang,” he recalls. That’s how 
the hotel got its name. “People 
used to tell me that the name 
could have been derived from 
my figure,” he says. Sonam has 
no regrets.

The name benefited who 
visit the hotel. “Unlike others, 
I don’t charge for second help-
ings,” Sonam says.

What’s in a name?
In Rinpoches they trust

The name may sound funny, 
but Sonam is laughing his way to 
the bank.

Like Sonam, there are many 
who got the name of the business 
establishments from Rinpoches.

The cable TV supplier is 
Phakpa Cable, Kala Yongba. Ka 
Kha Ga Nga and Yenang Phai are 
other hotels and shops.

Ka Kha Ga Nga shop’s owner, 
Karma Lhamo, 37, said she want-
ed to name her shop based on 
her three children and suggested 
as Puensum (three siblings) but 
her friends suggested her to visit 

Dzongsar Jamyang Khentse 
Rinpoche.

She then went to Rinpoche 
with her husband and suggested 
the name they had in their mind. 
“Rinpoche then gave us a name 
written on a piece of paper and 
told us to use it.”

“It was good that we re-
sorted to Rinpoche. The busi-
ness is doing well today. We also 
realised that the name we have 
suggested for the shop was not 
suitable,” Karma Lhamo said. 
Ka Kha Ga Nga are the first four 
alphabets of Dzongkha.

Hotel Kala Yongba’s owner, 
Tashi Tseten, 50, said he has been 
running a hotel in Samdrupjong-
khar for more than a decade. “It 
was Bhutan hotel before and it 
didn’t do well.”

Besides business going into 
a loss, he said that he also got 
some problems with the registra-
tion of the name and requested 
Rinpoche for a new name. “I was 
fortunate that Rinpoche gave the 
name Kala Yongba because it’s 
one of the local deities of Sam-
drupjongkhar.”

A truck driver, Thukten 

Tashi, 33, said that although 
the names  are unique and 
funny, they are blessed names 
given by Garab Rinpoche and 
Dzongsar Jamyang Khentse 
Rinpoche. “We should respect 
those names.”

He said most people name 
their businesses after theirs’ or 
their children’s name, which 
makes it common. “These 
names are unique and stand 
out.”

Residents said that people 
feel excited to taste food served 
in those hotels with funny 
names.

“Yenang Phai could have 
been more appropriate if it was 
a hotel rather than a shop. The 
names are a good marketing 
strategy,” says a resident.

Yenang Phai means bring 
lunch or the pack lunch house 
in tshangla. Despite Samdrup-
jongkhar town, there are also 
shops and hotels with such 
names.

Owners of  Mezumazhing 
hotel in Jomotshangkha and 
Aie Sam Nai Sam in Dewathang 
could have been the idea of the 
Rinpoches.

Kelzang Wangchuk |
Samdrupjongkhar

She then went to Rinpoche with her 
husband and suggested the name they 
had in their mind. “Rinpoche then gave 
us a name written on a piece of paper and 
told us to use it.” 

“It was good that we resorted to Rinpoche. 
The business is doing well today. We also 
realised that the name we have suggested 
for the shop was not suitable,” Karma 
Lhamo said. Ka Kha Ga Nga are the fi rst 
four alphabets of Dzongkha.

Hotel Kala Yongba’s owner, Tashi Tseten, 
50, said he has been running a hotel 
in Samdrupjongkhar for more than a 
decade. “It was Bhutan hotel before and 
it didn’t do well.” 

Besides business going into a loss, he 
said that he also got some problems 
with the registration of the name and 
requested Rinpoche for a new name. “I 
was fortunate that Rinpoche gave the 
name Kala Yongba because it’s one of the 
local deities of Samdrupjongkhar.” 

A truck driver, Thukten Tashi, 33, said 
that although the names  are unique and 

funny, they are blessed names given by 
Garab Rinpoche and Dzongsar Jamyang 
Khentse Rinpoche. “We should respect 
those names.” 

He said most people name their 
businesses after theirs’ or their children’s 
name, which makes it common. “These 
names are unique and stand out.” 

Residents said that people feel excited 
to taste food served in those hotels with 
funny names. 

“Yenang Phai could have been more 
appropriate if it was a hotel rather than 
a shop. The names are a good marketing 
strategy,” says a resident. 

Yenang Phai means bring lunch or the 
pack lunch house in tshangla. Despite 
Samdrupjongkhar town, there are also 
shops and hotels with such names. 

Owners of Mezumazhing hotel in 
Jomotshangkha and Aie Sam Nai Sam in 
Dewathang could have been the idea of 
the Rinpoches.

Brands and their seductive power
Effective branding encompasses everything that 
shapes the perception of a company or product in the 
minds of customers. Names, logos, brand marks, trade 
characters and trademarks are commonly associated 
with brand, but these are just part of the picture. Visual 
design, quality, distinctiveness, purchasing experience, 
customer service, and so forth. 

Branding requires a deep knowledge of customers and 
how they experience the company or product. Brand-
building requires long-term investment in communicating 
about and delivering the unique value embodied in a 
company’s brand, but this effect can bring long-term 
rewards. Branding also addresses virtually every aspect 
of a customer’s experience with a company or product. 

In consumer and business-to-business markets, 
branding can infl uence whether consumers will buy the 
product and how much they are willing to pay. Brands 
create value for consumers and companies in many 
ways:

Brands help simplify consumer choices thus, greatly 
reducing customer search time and costs. It helps 
create loyalty among and from customers and 
decreases the risks of losing market share to the 
competitors, good brands also command premium 
pricing from consumers who are willing to pay more for 
a product they can trust for reliability and quality.

The greatest benefi t of brands is that information about 
the product and service is accurate, so that we can 
purchase the product we want and avoid products of 
lower or different standards.

These are all compelling reasons for a society to have 
and enforce effective trademark laws to uphold Brands 
and their seductive power the integrity of the brands by 

preventing unauthorized producers from free-riding on 
the market share.

According to Brand Finance, a brand consultancy fi rm, 
the fi ve most valuable brands in the world in 2018 were 
as follows:

• Amazon: Brand value: $ 150.8 billion
• Apple: Brand value: $ 146.3 billion
• Google: Brand value: $ 120.9 billion
• Samsung: Brand value: $ 92.3 billion
• Google: Brand value: $ 120.9 billion

The seductive power of brands is so pervasive that if 
they are nurtured, used and marketed well, apart from 
the status of commercial identifi ers, many famous 
brands have become synonymous with their country 
brands. Therefore, any extra efforts to select and 
identify a separate country or national brand becomes
a moral and linguistic abstraction.

After all what comes to mind when you think of Levi 
Strauss & Co, Coca-Cola and McDonalds?, or Rolex, 
Lindt and Nestle? Louis Vuitton, Champagne and 
Bordeaux in the case of France?

All brands begin with a name, and it takes years of 
hard work and diligent application to nurture the trust 
and loyalty of the customers, and harder work still - to 
maintain the good- will and reputation in the long-term 
interest of both the business and the clientele.

Not to be outdone or outshone, in our context we have 
Hotel Pholangkatang, Yenang Phai Tshongkhang and 
Phakpa Cable Network, all in Samdrup Jongkhar doing 
brisk business with the owners laughing their way to 
the banks. (The following story which appeared in the 
Kuensel issue of April 06, 2019 What’s in a name?)

Kinley Tenzin Wangchuk
Director General

What’s in a name?
In Rinpoches they trust

Kelzang Wangchuk |
Samdrupjongkhar
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The Korean Invention Promotion Association’s IP
Sharing Project 2020

On invitation by the Korean Invention Promotion 
Association (KIPA) to take part in their project “2020 
IP Sharing Project” competition in 2018, the DoIP has 
initiated an engagement process with the KIPA and 
submitted ten proposals for selection.

This Project consists of the “Appropriate Technology 
Development” (AT) and “One Village One Brand” (OVOB) 
and is a part of the Offi cial Development Assistance 
(ODA) programme of the Korean government. The 
DoIP have found such initiative to be highly relevant 
and exciting both in terms of transfer of appropriate 

technology and facilitation of the use of patent 
information for innovative improvements to our local 
products and services. In view of this, the DoIP in 2018 
has informed our local agencies and compiled relevant 
proposals to take part in this relevant and useful Project.

By August 2018, KIPA received a total of 54 proposals 
from 13 countries for the 2020 AT and OVOB Project. In 
the second phase they have shortlisted ten proposals 
from four countries namely Bhutan, Ethiopia, Mongolia 
and Vietnam to make a fi nal selection of two proposals 
for these four countries.

In February this year, a three-member team from KIPA 
was in the country to evaluate the shortlisted proposals 
through site visits and bilateral consultations with the local 
agencies. After reviewing all proposals with specialists in 
the related fi elds, they conducted an intensive literature 
research and feasibility studies. Scrutiny of our technical 
institutes (College of Science and Technology, Khuruthang 
Technical Training Institute (TTI) and Thimphu TTI) were 
also carried out through visits to assess their capabilities 
for possible future collaborations in production of the 
proposed technologies.

The team of KIPA offi cials who visited Bhutan for the 
practical assessment and evaluation constituted of Ms. 
Hui-Jae Won, Team Leader, Ms. Hyun-Jeong Lee, Project 
Offi cer and Professor Youngtae Kim, Technical Expert. 
While in Bhutan, the KIPA offi cials also made a courtesy 
call to the Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo after wrapping up their 
evaluation mission. Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo expressed 
his appreciation to KIPA’s assistance to the Least 
Developed and Developing countries through the AT 
and OVOB project as part of the ODA programme of the 
Korean government. Later in the evening, Hon’ble Tengye 
Lyonpo graced a dinner for the KIPA Team and further 
interacted on the Korean Development Assistances.

Selection Result
After carrying out the above exercises and fi nal 
presentation by the team back in South Korea, the 
Department was informed in April 2019 that the proposal 
on “Medicinal Plants/Herbs Drying Technology” has 
been selected for the 2020 IP Sharing Project. The 
project will begin next year and before that the team will 

be conducting prior art search (pre-existing patent and 
invention search) for this selected technology to carry on 
with further works.

KIPA carried out a number of these projects in developing 
countries since 2012 to facilitate sustainable economic 
growth and improve the quality of life through the use 
of patent information. In Indonesia they have developed 
an improved version of the patchouli oil extractor and 
brand for geographical Indications and secondary 
products like perfumes, shampoos, aromatic soap etc. 
and even set up Herb Research Center in the Syiah Kuala 
University for sustainability of the project. Similarly, their 
AT projects in Nepal were on Soil brick technology and 
Bamboo Housing. KIPA also helped develop brands 
Diamond Mango for Myanmar and Bamboo fi ber for 
China. For Bhutan, this project will also set trends for 
our Technology and Innovation Support Centers to use 
freely available patent information for innovative and 
incremental improvements of our local products and 
services.

Following six of the ten proposals submitted by Bhutan 
were among those shortlisted for the fi nal selection:
1 Medicinal plants/herbs drying 

technology Shortlisted

shortlisted

2 Appropriate technology for herbal pill 
processing, packaging and drying.

3 Bamboo harvesting and post-harvest 
treatment

4 Symplocusoil extraction
5 Processing and drying machines for 

fruit candies
6 Self-honey extractor
7 Butter cubes production
8 Manufacturing of buckwheat noodles
9 Manufacturing of natural soap

10 Ra Reethe famous sheep wool carpet 
from Samtse

KIPA Team with DoIP Offi cials KIPA Team at MSCPL Offi ce

KIPA Team with Tengye Lyonpo and MoEA Offi cials
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Destination Branding – The Role of IP in the Tourism 
Industry
Bhutan has many untapped potentials ranging from rich 
biodiversity to vibrant culture and traditions. Honoring 
these assets, among others, Bhutan acclaimed the 
title as the nation of Gross National Happiness (GNH) 
globally. Bhutan has small economic base with our GDP 
at Nu. 164,627.92 million, and has maintained small 
ecological footprint. Our top most revenue generating 
industries includes Hydropower closely followed by the 
Tourism industry.

Tourism plays a vital role in economic contribution to the 
nation and employment generation. With an increase of 
7.61% from 2017, Bhutan witnessed infl ux of 2,74,097 
tourists in 2018, which marks the highest number of 
tourist arrivals in the country. To maintain this attraction, 
for a country with a population size of only 7,35,553 and 
considering its developmental imperatives, instituting 
a sustainable and appealing tourism measures to 
establish global niche market is pivotal.

In recognizing Bhutan’s effort to serve as a sustainable 
tourist destination, Bhutan has been awarded Earth 
Award in Berlin, Germany on March 7, 2018. However, 
in the very recent past, the infl ux of voluminous regional 
non-tariff paying tourists has raised brows of the western 
high value tourism companies. The media reported the 
outcry of a Bhutanese tour operator who was trying to 
market Bhutan as an exclusive destination abroad got 
rejected on the concept. The reports were also rife about 
indications of ending tours to Bhutan by the international 
tourists. This is worrisome. This calls for more concerted 
joint effort among the agencies to ascertain Bhutan as a 
high-end destination used to be viewed abroad.

To gain the competitive edge today, it depends on how 
we differentiate ourselves from the common. This is 
applicable at individual as well as the national level and 
governs all product and service sectors. The variety and 
established reputation can garner an affi nity and gives 
the consumer a reason not to opt for other products or 
services. The concept of destination branding for Bhutan 
can be one of the resolute alternatives to augment the 
TCB’s initiative of Taking Tourism to the Top.

Take, for example, at an individual level, buying a 
Traditional style Bhutanese Sword. The fi rst thing that 
comes to mind is a Sword from Woochu, a village in Paro 
District. The imagination of a very old man hammering 
the steel with trodden anvil thrust over years creating 
his signature bent quality sword. Another appropriate 
example would be of Tshejor Ezay, where most of the 
Bhutanese are associated with. Such is the strength of 
Brand reputation where the price becomes secondary.

The Tourism Council of Bhutan uses following logo 
and tagline “Bhutan-Happiness is a place” to promote 
Bhutan as a country of happiness.

To exhibit the primary aspect of national heritage; 
foods, customs, arts and crafts, language, religion, 
monuments and sites, history, architecture, biodiversity, 
people and culture, experience indigenous therapeutic 
treatments, spa and Sowa Rigpa; to draw outsiders 
attention, observation, appreciation; to kindle curiosity 
and market nations differentiated values and living style 
in a competitive market; adopting a desired destination 
brand for ecological, cultural, agro and medical tourism 
seems promising. Meticulous management of all these 
national treasure will translate into more tourist arrivals.

To do so, Bhutan can learn from other countries and 
replicate their success stories. One of the successful 
destination brandings registered is “Kerala – Gods Own 
Country” in India that showcases special features of 
Kerala. Likewise, Tourism Australia allows the below 
registered mark to apply on the products and services 
in a way desired by the Government of Australia.

In this respect, as TCB gears towards adopting the 
concept of “One Dzongkhag One Project” aimed to 
take the “Tourism to the Top”, Eastern Dzongkhags that 
experiences low level of tourist arrivals can consider 
to Branding their destination to kick-start the project. 
Tashiyangtse District in the east and Phobjikha Village 
in Wangduephodrang District in the western region are 
places potentially viable for the brand.

The use of such brand will bring the tourism in particular 
region under one umbrella. To communicate a single 
message of that destination, many different marks 
such as collective marks, certifi cation marks and 
geographical indications can ensue and co-exist under 
that single umbrella brand with individual characteristic 
distinctiveness. This will also help spread the tourist 
arrivals across the country and ease congestion in the 
western region.

Therefore, Intellectual Property Rights in general and 
branding as most people view it, is not an exclusive right 
registered to prevent others from exploiting it, but a tool 
that can be used to diversify the products and services 
to reach wider clientele across the globe. Destination 
branding, therefore, can be one of the approaches to 
taking the tourism to the top.

Beautiful Gangtey Village and Phobjikha ValleyBeautiful Gangtey Village and Phobjikha Valley
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Launch of Bhutan Online IP Search (BOIPS)
Access to information is critical for making informed 
decisions be it for the governments or citizens. With 
the advent of the internet, the fl ow of information has 
become signifi cantly easier no matter which part of the 
world you belong. Considering the low awareness of IP 
in Bhutan and furthering the existing outreach programs 
of the DoIP, it launched the online IP search facilities 
with the technical support from the WIPO. The “Bhutan 
Online IP Search” (BOIPS) website was launched by the 
Hon’ble Minister of the MoEA on April 26, 2019, as a 
part of the World IP Day celebration. The BOIPS uses 
the WIPO’s software “WIPO Publish” which is provided 
by WIPO as a part of its technical assistance provided 

to the IP offi ces in LDCs and developing countries, 
enabling them to participate effectively in the global 
system.

The BOIPS, at the moment, provides online access to all 
the trademarks fi led in Bhutan by both Bhutanese and 
foreign applicants. However, in the near future, it will 
also provide information on other IP titles viz. Industrial 
Designs, Patents and Copyright applications. The BOIPS 
provides bibliographic information encompassing graph-
ical representation of the trademarks, applicant details, 
application fi ling no. and date, class of goods and ser-
vices, registration date, legal status among others. The 
user can also undertake advanced search by adding or 
deleting the required fi elds provided on the website.

Benefi ts of BOIPS
Amongst others, the BOIPS has several benefi ts, such as:
• It would provide pre-search facilities of all the 

trademarks fi led in Bhutan, thereby reducing the 
confl icts between trademarks and trade names, 
which is being reported lately. The offi ces like the 
Regional Trade and Industry Offi ces (RTIOs), which 
register trade names can cross-check uncommon 
or distinctive trade names through this website for 
similarity and confl icts with the existing trademarks 
using the keywords search before registering those 
trade names.

• New trademark applicants can search for prior fi led 
or registered trademarks and avoid refusal of their 
applications on the grounds of similarity. Further, 
they can also check the status of their trademarks 
fi led.

• The IP agents can also check the status of 
their client’s fi led trademarks and other related 
information, thereby facilitating them to access all 
the available required information from the BOIPS 
and not requiring to call the DOIP.

The institution of the BOIPS will also allow and facilitate 
Bhutan to join with other member countries in the 
“WIPO’s initiative of Global Dissemination of IP data” 

The BOIPS can be directly accessed at http://online.
ipbhutan.gov.bt/ or through its link, available at the 
DoIP website’s homepage http://www.ipbhutan.gov.bt/
Through such initiative of the DoIP, it is felt that the 
public, applicants, IP owners, IP agents and relevant 
stakeholders make use of the online facility and thereby 
contributing to the DoIP’s efforts in strengthening the 
awareness of IP in the country.

BOIPS link at the DoIP’s websiteHon’ble Tengye Lyonpo launching the BOIPS

Accessing Information on Intellectual Property (IP) 
in Bhutan

Binod Pradhan 
Dy. Chief IP Offi cer

BOIPS Website homepage

that encourages and supports the exchange of IP data 
among different IP offi ces and WIPO.
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International Treaties and Conventions on IP

Copyright in Digital Era: the Internet Treaties

Introduction
The intellectual property regime in Bhutan was instituted 
after becoming a member of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO) in 1994. With a view to 
encourage creativity and grant statutory rights to the 
copyright and related works in the country, the Copyright 
Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan was promulgated by the 
National Assembly in 2001. Bhutan acceded to the Bern 
Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic 
Works (1886) in 2004 (Bern Convention). The Copyright 
Act and the Bern Convention were both promulgated to 
provide rights and remedies for copyright and related 
works in traditional and analogue market set up which 
was predominant at that point of time. However, these 

laws are not equipped to counter the problem posed by 
the new digital era. The area of copyright and related 
rights has expanded enormously over the years due to 
the technological progress. This progress has brought a 
paradigm shift in the way the creative works are shared 
and disseminated by ways of worldwide communication, 
satellite broadcast and the internet. In this regard, the 
WIPO has taken a step ahead to shape new standards 
for copyright protection in the internet era.

The Internet Treaties
The WIPO promulgated the WIPO Copyright Treaty 
(WCT) and the WIPO Performances and Phonogram 
Treaty (WPPT) (known together as the “Internet 

Treaties”), which aims to set international norms to 
prevent unauthorized access and use of creative works 
in the digital environment. Since the Bern Convention 
was last revised in 1970s and adpotion of Copyright Act 
of Bhutan in 2001,  new types of works, markets, and 
new methods and use and dissemination have evolved. 

The Internet Treaties seek to address the challenges 
posed by the modern digital technologies, in particular the 
dissemination of copyright protected works over digital 
networks such as the internet. To ensure this, the Internet 
Treaties requires the contracting parties to provide a 
framework of basic rights, allowing creators to control 
their works and/or be compensated for misappropriation 
of their works by others. This way the treaties ensures that 
the owners of those rights continue to the protected when 
their works are disseminated through new technologies 
and communication system. To maintain a fair balance of 
interests between the right holders and the general public, 
the treaties further provides for reasonable fl exibility in 
the form of exceptions and limitations to rights in the 
digital environment such as for non-profi t, educational 
and research purposes.

Summary of WCT

WCT is a special agreement in line with Article 20 of 
the Bern Convention with the objective to protect the 
authors of literary and artistic works in the digital 
environment. The WCT provides the following new and 
extended protection to the copyright holders.

Protection of new subject matters
Computer programs: Computer programs are protected 
whatever the mode or form of their expressions.
Databases: Databases are protected in any form.
However, only such  database are protected which 
constitute intellectual creations by reasons of their 
selection or arrangement of their content. Where 
databases does not constitute intellectual creations, 
they are not protected under WCT.

Provides additional rights
Right of distribution: this right allows the copyright 
holders to authorize the making available to the public 

of the original, copy of their works though sale or other 
transfer of ownership.

Right of rental: This right authorizes commercial rental 
to the public of the original copies of three types of 
works: (1) computer program; (2) cinematographic 
works; and (3) works embodied in phonograms as 
determined in the national laws.

Right to communication to public: This right authorizes 
any communication to the public, by wire or wireless 
means, including making available to the public of works 
in a way that the members of the public may access the 
work from a place and at a time individually chosen by 
them. The quoted expression covers, in particular, on-
demand, interactive communication through the internet.

Provides new Limitations and Exceptions
To balance the new and extended rights provided under 
WCT, contracting states are given options to devise 
new exceptions and limitations appropriate to digital 
environment. Article 10 of WCT incorporate the so-
called “three step test” do determine limitations and 
exceptions, as provided in Article 9(2) of the Berne 
Convention, extending its application to all rights.

Duration of protection of photographic work
WCT eliminates the unjustifi ed discrimination against 
photographic works concerning the duration of protec-
tion; Therefore, WCT extends the term of protection to 
photographic works to life of an author plus 50 years.

Technological Protection Measures and 
Right Management Information
Technological Protection Measures: It is an anti-
circumvention measure for the copyright works. WCT 
requires contracting parties to provide adequate and 
effective legal remedies against the circumvention of 
technological protection measures used by the right 
holder such as encryption technologies.

Right Management Information: It refers to the 
information about the terms and conditions of use of 
the copyright works, and any numbers or codes that 
represent such information, when any of these items 
of information is attached to a copy of work or appears 
in connection with the communication of a work to the 
public. WCT requires that removal or alteration of this 
information in a work be made unlawful.

Image from Creative Common
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Provision of adequate right enforcement 
provisions
WCT obliges member countries to adopt the measures 
necessary to ensure that enforcement procedures 
are available under its law to permit effective action 
against any act of infringement of rights covered by the 
Treaty. Such action must include expeditious remedies 
to prevent infringement as well as remedies that 
constitute a deterrent to further infringement.

Summary of WPPT

Similar to WCT, WPPT is also a supplementary treaty 
to Bern Convention concerning the related right. 
The beneficiary of the treaty is related right holder: 
performers and producers of phonograms. The WPPT 
provides the following new and extended protection to 
the copyright and related right holders.

WPPT provides following rights to the 
performers
For their performances fixed in phonograms
Economic rights: this provides the performers economic 
rights in their performances fixed in phonograms (not in 
audiovisual fixation): right of reproduction, distribution, 
rental, making available. For performers’ unfixed (live) 
performances, WPPT grant the right of broadcasting, 
communication to the public, fixation.

Moral rights to performers: WPPT provides the 

performers moral rights, which were not originally 
provided by the Bern Convention.

WPPT provides following rights to the 
producers of phonograms
Economic rights: WPPT grants the producers of 
phonograms the right of reproduction, distribution, 
right of rental and right of making available.

Right to a single equitable remuneration:
WPPT provides both performers and producers of 
phonograms the right to a single equitable remuneration 
for direct or indirect use of phonograms published for 
commercial purposes, broadcasting or communication 
to the public.

Limitations and Exceptions
contracting states are given options to devise new 
exceptions and limitations appropriate to digital 
environment. WPPT incorporate the so-called “three 
step test” do determine limitations and exceptions, 
as provided in Article 9(2) of the Berne Convention, 
extending its application to all rights.

Term of protection
WPPT obliges contracting parties to apply a minimum 
term of protection for performances of at least 50 years 
from the year when performance was first fixed in a 
sound recording. Similarly, it provides for the protection 
of sound recordings for at least 50 years from the end 

Image from Creative Common

of the year in which they were first published or 50 
years from the end of the year in which the recording 
was first made.

Anti Circumvention measure and adequate 
enforcement provisions
Similar to requirement of WCT, WPPT also obliges for a 
strong legal measure for technological circumvention 
and alteration and modification of Right Management 
Information. Similar, WPPT calls for strong enforcement 
mechanism for the protection of right under the treaty.

Implementation of WCT & WPPT in the 
Copyright Act of Bhutan, 2001
The Copyright Act of Bhutan 2001 implements some 
provisions of the WCT and WPPT although Bhutan 
has not acceded to these treaties. For example, WCT 
requires the contracting states to provide protection to 
new subject matter of copyright: computer programs 
and databases. In this regard, Section 5 and 6 of the 
Copyright already provide protection for computer 
programs and databases as a copyright works 
respectively. In addition, WCT requires contracting states 
to provide new rights to the copyright holders such as 
the right of distribution, rental and communication to the 
public. All these rights are incorporated in the Copyright 
Act of Bhutan 2001. Similarly, WPPT obligation to the 
contracting states to provide right of reproduction 
and rental rights to the Producers of Phonograms 
is implemented in Section 24 of the Copyright Act 
2001. Further, Right to Equitable Remuneration for 
broadcasting and Right to communication to public, 
which emanates from WPPT is implemented by Section 
25 of the Copyright Act 2001.

In spite of the above, there are substantial part of WCT 
and WPPT that are not implemented by the Copyright 
Act 2001. For instance, both WCT and WPPT obliges 
contracting states to provide protection against 
circumvention of effective technological protection 

measures and protection of Right Management 
Information. These obligations are not fully 
implemented in the Copyright Act. Similarly, Copyright 
Act 2001 does not extend any comprehensive 
economic rights and moral rights to performers, which 
are a mandatory obligation under the WPPT. Further, 
the WCT and WPPT both requires the contracting 
parties to provide an effective and efficient copyright 
enforcement mechanisms. Although the Copyright 
Act contains copyright enforcement provisions, 
enforcement standard as stipulated in WCT and WPPT 
needs to be incorporated.

Conclusion
The technological developments that led to the rapid 
and transformative growth of the internet and online 
environment created uncertainty about the application 
of copyright in the online environment. The Internet 
Treaties were drafted to supplement the provisions of 
the Bern Convention by expanding rights for owners 
of copyright in works, films and sound recording as 
well as for performers in online environment. As such, 
the Internet Treaties mark an important advance in 
improving international copyright standards to meet 
the challenges posed by online environment for the 
protection of copyright and related right.

As stated in the previous paragraphs the Copyright 
Act, 2001 seem to implement some provisions of the 
Internet Treaties. However, there exists a substantial 
gap between the provisions of the Copyright Act and 
the way copyright and related rights are consumed 
and disseminated. It is based on these gaps that the 
preparatory works are being carried out to accede to 
the Internet Treaties. The National Intellectual Property 
Policy 2018 mandates the Royal Government to 
conduct a gap analysis of existing IP laws taking into 
account national and international imperatives and 
public interest and accordingly revise the laws.
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Tshering Tenzin, Senior Legal Offi cerLaunch of IP Theme SongA Time for Diplomacy and New Horizons
Coinciding with the World Intellectual Property Day on 26 
April 2019, the Department of Intellectual Property launched 
an Intellectual Property (IP) theme song.

The objective of the IP theme song is to promote and 
disseminate IP and related information to the public as well 
as to demystify the seemingly complex nature of IP through 
a musical rendition. The lyrical narration of the song portrays 
the signifi cance of our distinct culture and heritage against 
the fl ux and change brought about by modern innovation 
and creativity for economic progress and overall well-being 
of the country. The theme song captures the signifi cant role 
of a dynamic IP system in attaining sustainable development 
through holistic policies and laws. Overall, the song 
encourages people to come forward to protect their IP and 
inculcate respect for others’ IP.

The song is written and composed by Mr. Tashi Dendup and 
performed by our popular and well-known singers Mr. Karma 
Phuntsho and Ms. Chimi Wangmo.

In addition to the audio-musical rendition, the Department 
will soon develop a musical video based on the IP theme 
song to further promote and disseminate the IP and related 
information to the public in a much more immersive and 
enjoyable way.
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Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions 
under the Copyright Regime: a Conundrum

Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs) in general is 
described as the creative form or expressions in which 
traditional knowledge and culture is represented or 
expressed. TCEs can either be tangible, intangible or 
a combination of both. TCEs are expressed in various 
diverse mediums of creative expressions such as 
music, performances, paintings, textiles, arts, crafts, 
rituals, folk stories amongst many others.

Protection of TCEs has cultural, scientifi c and economic 
importance, therefore it is necessary for them to be 
preserved and protected. Protection and safeguarding of 

TCEs also acknowledges and recognizes the values and 
contributions of the indigenous and local communities.

Bhutan is blessed with a unique culture and tradition. 
Therefore, there are many traditional cultural 
expressions in the form of arts, crafts, music, 
dances, mask dances, designs, architectures, rituals, 
ceremonies, festivals, folktales which are indigenous 
and unique to the local communities in Bhutan. These 
TCEs also form an intrinsic part of our identity and 
heritage. Currently there are no specifi c laws protecting 
Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs) and due to the 
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general characteristics of TCEs, protection under the IP 
law is limited or impossible.

In recent times issues have surfaced whereby our 
traditional textiles and designs are produced across 
the border and sold both outside and inside the country 
affecting our local artists’ creativity and also the overall 
national creations. Our designs, patterns, arts and crafts 
are being produced industrially without any authorization 
and replacing the quality products. In the face of such 
threats it has become ever more important to have proper 
legal/administrative mechanisms and framework for the 
protection of TCEs to ensure cultural, social and economic 
well being.

The safeguarding and protection of TCEs is also an 
important and integral part of the National Intellectual 
Property Policy, 2018 which requires us to promote and 
protect TCEs from misappropriation by unauthorized 
third parties both at the national and international levels. 
The policy also requires an increased engagement and 
participation in various international fora for developing 
international instruments for the protection of TCEs. In 
line with the policy strategies various activities such as; 
promotion of activities related to TCEs and equitable 
sharing of the benefi ts from their uses, compilation of 
databases, commercialization of state owned assets 
and guidelines for the grant of IP rights associated with 
TCEs would be initiated.

Besides, the department is looking at legal options 

to how the existing Copyright law could be used to 
cover the protection of TCEs and perhaps, study the 
development of a Sui generis system for protection if 
the existing law and other relevant laws prove lacking.

The connection between Copyright and TCEs
Copyright is generally understood as a set of exclusive 
legal rights granted to the creators over their literary and 
artistic works. The subject matter of protection covers 
a wide range of diverse works such as books, music, 
paintings, fi lms, computer programs, choreography, 
advertisements, photographs amongst others and 
derivative works such as translations as well. The 
protection of copyright works applies to expressions of 
ideas and not ideas. Likewise, procedures, methods of 
operation, concepts, administrative and legal texts are 
not protected.

A copyright holder is granted two kinds of rights; 1) 
Economic rights which allow the rights owner to derive 
fi nancial reward from the use of his/her work; and 
2) Moral rights which allows the author to take certain 
actions to maintain and safeguard the personal link 
with the work.

There is also a right related to copyright called “Relat-
ed Rights” also known as “neighbouring rights”. Relat-
ed rights are concerned with the protection of certain 
individuals and entities which makes it possible for a 
copyright work to be communicated to the public. The 
three benefi ciaries of the related rights are: Performers, 
Producers of phonograms and Broadcasting organiza-
tions. These benefi ciaries play a key role in giving life to 
the copyright works.

As mentioned in the earlier paragraph TCEs are 
basically creative forms of expression which are usually 
expressed in literary and artistic forms of expression. 
The manifestation of these TCEs as literary and artistic 
expressions can possibly be protected under the 
copyright domain. TCEs such as arts, crafts, music, 
dances, mask dances, designs, architectures, rituals, 
ceremonies, engravings, sculptures and paintings are 
subject matters of copyright protection so could well 
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be protected under the Copyright regime. However, due 
to the general characteristics of TCEs, the scope of 
protection under copyright is restrained as TCEs do not 
fulfil the required criteria of CR protection.

Firstly, the concern of originality of the TCEs; for a 
work to be protected under copyright, a work should 
be original; however, almost every TCE productions 
are not original. Nonetheless, apart from the old TCEs, 
contemporary TCEs produced by the current generation 
of society and new TCEs derived from earlier existing 
ones may be sufficiently original, hence could attract 
protection so long as the new productions are not a 
mere reproduction of the pre-existing TCEs.

Secondly, for TCEs there is an issue regarding the 
identification of the author(s). When it comes to the 
contemporary TCEs identification of the author(s) is 
not an issue but, in the case of the pre-existing TCEs 
the identification of the author(s) is tricky and quite 
impossible. This is because the authorship of TCEs 
may belong to communities and indigenous group 
which make the identification of the author(s) complex 
thus making copyright protection unlikely. On the other 
hand, in respect of copyright works, there is always an 
identifiable individual author or joint authors.

Thirdly, the general principle of 
copyright protection requires 
a work to be fixed in a tangible 
medium in order for it to be 
protected, which proves the 
existence of the work. This 
fixation requirement doesn’t 
pose a challenge for tangible 
TCEs such as paintings, arts and 
sculptures but it is otherwise for 
the intangible expressions such as 
songs, dances, and so forth.

The other limitation is the finite 
duration of protection for copyright 
works. The term of copyright 
protection is rather lengthy but 
limited in time. Generally, in almost 

all the jurisdictions of the Berne convention member 
states, the term of protection for Copyright work is an 
additional 50 years after the expiry of the author and 
in some countries it is even extended to 70 years as 
well. On this backdrop, even if the copyright regime 
serves as a potential option for the protection of TCEs, 
the copyright regime doesn’t address the needs and 
challenges of the protection of TCEs largely because, the 
term of protection for TCEs cannot be time bound; rather 
it should remain in perpetuity.

The complexity of protection of TCEs further inflates 
with the principle of “public domain” under copyright law. 
A copyright work once it expires the term of protection 
enters into the public domain, whereby, users are able to 
use the work freely without seeking any authorization. 
In the context of copyright, all the pre-existing TCEs, 
since most of them may have well passed the term 
of protection, would fall in the public domain. This 
also applies to all the contemporary TCEs as well (eg. 
New composition of mask dances), if protected under 
the copyright regime, it would mean relinquishing the 
benefits of preventing third parties from using such 
works when the term of protection expires. This leaves 
room for ambiguity because TCEs protected under 
copyright would leave room for it to be exploited by 
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third parties once it enter into the public domain, but 
on the brighter side it also provides an opportunity for 
societies to make and adapt new works based on the 
existing works. Nevertheless, does this solve the crux 
of the matter? Does it address the concern of having 
an infinite term of protection of TCEs? Is it fair for the 
indigenous communities and societies at large?

In a nutshell, copyright protection fails to answer the 
question of defensive protection. It limits the capacity 
of right holders to prevent or safeguard the use of 
copyright works once it enters into the public domain.

Lastly, related rights provide an alternative for indirect 
protection of TCEs through the protection of the 
performances, recording and broadcasting of TCEs. 
TCEs such as traditional dances, songs, rituals, 
narration of folk tales, poems (eg, lozeys) comes to 
live with actual performances. The performers of 

such expressions receive performer’s rights and they 
have the exclusive rights to authorize and prohibit the 
fixation as well communication of their performances. 
It has been argued that the protection of performances 
is a solution for giving adequate protection of TCEs 
provided that the performers represent the community 
or the society which holds the TCEs. Otherwise, as 
mentioned earlier, TCEs will receive indirect protection 
and protection of the actual TCE would still remain a 
dilemma to be managed as the holders of the TCEs will 
not have benefits.

In short, the Copyright regime does serve as a silver 
lining for the protection of TCEs but it has its own 
tender spot. In addition, there are also possibilities 
of giving protection under other Intellectual Property 
regimes such as Geographical Indications (GIs), 
Industrial designs, trademark, unfair competition and 
trade secrets, but with their own set of limitations.
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National Trademark Award-2019
The National Trademark Award system was introduced 
since the year 2018 by the Department of Intellectual 
Property. This award is one of the incentives emanated 
from the Policy objectives enshrined under the National 
Intellectual Property Policy 2018; “Incentives to 
Encourage Innovation and Creativity.”

The fi rst National Trademark Award was a huge 
success in encouraging our local entrepreneurs in 
fi lling, protecting and promoting their trademarks.

In view of the success and some positive impact of 
the fi rst award, the Second National Trademark Award 
2019 was organized with an objective to reward owners 
of trademarks for their contribution to economic 
development and to recognize the role and signifi cance 
of the Trademark System in promoting the brand 
competition in the market.

Through such awards, the Department also aspires to 
encourage creation, registration, promotion and use of 
trademarks among the entrepreneurs.

This year, the award competition was open to all the 
registered trademarks owners and the fi nal result of 
the award was conferred to the three best national 
trademarks. The application of the trademarks was 
evaluated based on the use of trademarks; promotion 
of trademarks and trademarked products; use of local 
resources for the trademarked products; and corporate 
social responsibilities.

Three best National Trademark Award 2019 winners 
are:
1. Mr. Ugyen for the Trademark “Bio Bhutan” 
    - First Place
2. Mrs. Chimi Lhamo for the Trademark “Mountain Mist”     
    - Second Place
3.  Mrs. Chandrika Tamang for the Trademark “CDK” 
    - Third Place

The cash prizes and certifi cates were awarded by the 
Hon’ble Minister of the MoEA on the World Intellectual 
Property Day on 26th April 2019.

Winners of National Trademark Award 2019 with Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo
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The World Intellectual Property (IP) Day is observed 
every year on 26th April with an objective to increase 
the general understanding on Intellectual Property 
and promote the role IP rights play in stimulating 
creativity and inventiveness. The day is also celebrated 
to recognize and highlight the importance of human 
ingenuity which helps in socio-economic, technological 
and cultural development.

Based on the relevance of a theme to the society, 
economy and to our daily lives, the WIPO promotes a 
theme every year. This year’s theme for the World IP 
day celebration is “Reach for Gold: IP and Sports.” The 
theme is promoted with an objective to celebrate how 
Intellectual Property rights empower sports and helps 
to take our enjoyment of sports to new heights 

Sports have become a very lucrative industry which 
generates investments in facilities from the broadcast 
medias, sport stadiums, employment opportunities 
and entertains millions of people. In Bhutan, under the 
umbrella of Bhutan Olympic Committee, sports are 
gradually gaining popularity and becoming a part of the 
mainstream business. Our athletes are participating in 
many international sporting events. Bhutan has also been 
hosting international sports events. This upward trend of 
our domestic sports ecosystem is expected to grow in the 

coming years where in the magnitude of IP in the field of 
games and sports is also expected to increase

In order to mark the significance of the day, the 
Department organized the following programs:

1. Bulk SMS to all the registered B-Mobile users- 
The bulk SMS along with the Department’s website 
was circulated to all the B-mobile numbers in 
order to increase the general understandings on 
the IP rights among the general public.

2. Launch of IP theme song and Bhutan online IP 
search website- The Department in collaboration 
with the WIPO developed the Bhutan online IP 
search website which would provide a single 
window platform to the public, applicants, IP 
owners, IP agents and relevant stakeholders 
(RTIO, DCSI, DoT, DoI and etc.,) to access 
information on all the IP titles filed in Bhutan 
like Trademark, Industrial Design, Patent and 
Copyright. The Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo launched 
the  Bhutan online IP search website. The song 
was composed to promote IP knowledge and 
to disseminate IP related information. It was 
composed by Mr. Tashi Dendup and performed 
by Mr. Karma Phuntsho and Ms. Chimi Wangmo. 
The song was launched with a live rendition by 
the singers. 

The Department celebrated the day in Thimphu and 
the Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo graced the event as a 
chief guest. The celebration was also attended by the 
delegates from the WIPO, Heads of the Department of 
MoEA and other relevant stake-holders. There was a 
total of 72 participants. 

2019

World IP Day Celebrations, Thimphu

The World Intellectual Property (IP) Day is observed 
every year on 26th April with an objective to increase 
the general understanding on Intellectual Property 
and promote the role IP rights play in stimulating 
creativity and inventiveness. The day is also celebrated 
to recognize and highlight the importance of human 
ingenuity which helps in socio-economic, technological 
and cultural development.

coming years where in the magnitude of IP in the fi eld of 
games and sports is also expected to increase.

In order to mark the signifi cance of the day, the 
Department organized the following programs:

1. Bulk SMS to all the registered B-Mobile users- The 
bulk SMS along with the Department’s website 
was circulated to all the B-mobile numbers in order 
to increase the general understandings on the IP 
rights among the general public.

2. Launch of IP Theme Song and Bhutan online IP 
earch website-The Department in collaboration with 

Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo with WIPO Experts, Senior Offi cials of MoEA and Participants of World IP Day Celebrations, Thimphu

Based on the relevance of a theme to the society, 
economy and to our daily lives, the WIPO promotes a 
theme every year. This year’s theme for the World IP 
day celebration is “Reach for Gold: IP and Sports.” The 
theme is promoted with an objective to celebrate how 
Intellectual Property rights empower sports and helps 
to take our enjoyment of sports to new heights

Sports have become a very lucrative industry which 
generates investments in facilities from the broadcast 
medias, sport stadiums, employment opportunities 
and entertains millions of people. In Bhutan, under the 
umbrella of Bhutan Olympic Committee, sports are 
gradually gaining popularity and becoming a part of the 
mainstream business. Our athletes are participating in 
many international sporting events. Bhutan has also been 
hosting international sports events. This upward trend of 
our domestic sports ecosystem is expected to grow in the 

the WIPO developed the Bhutan online IP search 
website which would provide a single window 
platform to the public, applicants, IP owners, IP 
agents and relevant stakeholders (RTIO, DCSI, DoT, 
DoI and etc.,) to access information on all the IP 
titles fi led in Bhutan like Trademark, Industrial 
Design, Patent and Copyright. The Hon’ble Tengye 
Lyonpo launched the Bhutan online IP search 
website. In addition to this the IP Theme Song was 
also launched with a live rendition by the singers.

The Department celebrated the day in Thimphu and 
the Hon’ble Tengye Lyonpo graced the event as a 
chief guest. The celebration was also attended by the 
delegates from the WIPO, Heads of the Department of 
MoEA and other relevant stake-holders. There was a 
total of 72 participants.
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Tshering Samdrup
Asst. IP Offi cer

Patent Searching Workshop:
Retrieval of technologies from the ocean of information available at public fi nger tips

The Thimphu Techpark in collaboration with DoIP, MoEA 
organized a day long workshop on Patent Retrieval 
Technique from Free Patent Databases on July 25, 2018.

One of the special features of the Patent 
is that it fully discloses the complete 
composition and production process of 
that particular invention fi led including its 
know-how. Further, with this prior existing 
technology already available online, anyone 
interested can search for appropriate 
technologies through databases. Today 
there are free access to Patent Databases 
provided by some of the developed countries 
and international organization. However, to 
retrieve required patent from the databases, 
the person has to be equipped with certain 
level of understanding and technique. In this 
regard, the objective of the workshop was to 
introduce to the Patent System, the Global 
Free Patent Databases, and demonstrate 
basic search techniques to mine inventions 
from these databases.

People having interest in retrieving invention 
can use both commercial and free patent 
databases. However, commercial databases 
are costs borne and mainly designed for the 
Patent Examiners with a lot of search and 
maneuver options, maintained by some of the 
private IP companies. Free Patent Databases 

are maintained by the big fi ve IP Offi ces such as 
European IP Offi ce, US Patent and Trademark Offi ce, 
Korean IP Offi ce, Japan Patent Offi ce, and National IP 

Offi ce of China and WIPO. Around 84% of the global 
patent applications are fi led in the big fi ve IP offi ces. 
The DoIP introduced and gave hands-on demonstration 
to the participants on free databases such as 
ESPACENET, US PAIR, KIPRIS, j-platpat, Patent Search 
and Analysis, and Patentscope. Instantly accessible 
Google Patent search system is also a useful site, 
which uses US patent databases. There are more than 
110 million patent available worldwide and Espacenet 
has around 110 million patent followed by Patentscope 
of 74 million patents.

To locate appropriate invention from millions of 
patent applications, the offi ce presented with practical 
demonstration data mining techniques such as use of 
Boolean, proximity, and wild card operator in free patent 
databases. The workshop also conducted search 
exercises for inventions relating to their business.

The participants for the workshop comprised of 
aspiring entrepreneurs, startups, businessperson, civil 
servants, high school and college students and other 
interested individuals.

Participants and Patent Registry Offi cials at the TechPark, Thimphu
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Tshewang Dema
Owner of Trademark - Tshejor

TSHEJOR- An Invincible Trademark
I grew up watching my mother and elders make variety 
of ezays (pickles) from locally available ingredients 
and using old aged passed on knowledge and skills. 
I always looked forward to our meal times as we 
always had some different varieties of ezays (pickle) to 
complement with usual all time favorite potato dishes.

This upbringing not only helped me learn the art but also 
made me to take greater interest and made different 
varieties of ezays (pickles) in later stage of my life when 
I started my own family. My family liked whatever I 
prepared and especially they were in love with my pickles 
which were mostly vegetarian. I use to share my pickles 
with my friends in a travel company where I worked for 
20 years. They complimented my skills and a particular 
friend encouraged me to produce on commercial basis.

All these reasons encouraged and helped me to build 
and undertake “Tshejor” on a commercial level in 
year 2000 with heavy heart and head full of doubts 
and fear. The years in between were mostly spent as 
trial and error phase. In the year 2011, the business 
was offi cially registered. I believe in passion, patience 
and perseverance as not long after there was the 
announcement for Bhutan Enterprise Awards and am 
privileged to be the winner of the Women Entrepreneur 
for 2013. This helped and boosts my strength to work 
hard and make Tshejor stand tall and visible. This 
further landed me another award as the Best Loden 
Entrepreneur Award in 2015.

I had some knowledge on Intellectual Property and 
its positive impact on businesses which helped me to 
apply for trademark registration of Tshejor in year 2012. 
With full support and cooperation from the offi cials of 

erstwhile Intellectual Property Division, I successfully 
registered Tshejor as one of the marks. Under this 
mark I produced pickles with different ingredients and 
now I have started producing snacks, dried fruits and 
candies, dried vegetables and other food items.

In 2018, the Department of Intellectual Property 
constituted the Trademark Award system. Among 
many applicants I was recognized as the winner of the 
Trademark Award 2018 and awarded cash prize of Nu. 
70,000. This enhanced my confi dence and helped me to 
take my business to the highest level. After winning this 
award, my products became popular and market share for 
my products within and outside the country increased.

Today, as I work for Tshejor I derive happiness by 
witnessing how I have come this far and my ability to 
generate income and create employment for women 
from disadvantaged family. I have plans to diversify 
my products under Tshejor and build a factory in the 
outskirt of the capital city for which I would require 
support and cooperation from relevant stakeholders. 
Tshejor will be dear to me as it is my dream child and 
always remain dear to me.
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A Blooming Work Environment

“Flowers always make people better, happier, and 
more helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine 
for the soul”. –Luther Burbank

Imagine yourself being surrounded by beautiful fl owers 
and nature at work or at home and now imagine the 
otherwise; devoid of nature and fl owers at work or home.

While some may feel that gardening is a dirty job 
because you need to work in the dirt, it has various 
benefi ts and positive implications in ones as well as 
others life. There are numerous studies conducted 
by universities and institutions about the benefi ts of 
planting and having fl owers in your work surrounding. 
Studies have revealed that working in a close proximity 
to fl ower gardens and nature can immensely infl uence 
your work behaviours. There is no doubt that working 
close to nature not only has physical benefi ts but it 
also plays an important role in activating your memory/ 
concentration which translates to a better output while 
working. It has been proven that being around plants 
can greatly improve the accuracy and quality of work 
with better memory performance and attention. Further
a beautiful garden at your workplace/home also draws 

the attention of visitors and people with admiration and 
appreciation. In addition, growing and maintaining a 
garden also in a small way contributes in keeping our 
environment clean as well as in its conservation. A 
potential area for creating a parking lot turned into a 
garden undoubtedly adds more greenery and beauty. It 
also serves as an Eden for thousands of insects and 
other microorganisms.

Keeping in mind the various benefi ts of having a 
garden, the Department of Intellectual Property started 
to grow fl owers and trees in the garden adjacent to the 
offi ce building since 2017. In the beginning the garden 
was almost barren; dusty with scantily planted roses 
but today our garden is fi lled with a burst of alluring 
fl owers blossoming and enduring even during the harsh 
weather conditions. A big credit goes to Aum Sangay 
Zangmo who works part-time in our garden aside her 
regular work as a maintenance staff at the Ministry. 
Gardening has always been a hobby for her since her 
young adulthood. With her enthusiastic passion and 
love for gardening, Aum Sangay has played a key role 
in giving life and color to our garden, and creating a 
blooming work environment.

Kuenga Dorji, IP Offi cer
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The role and importance of Technology and 
Innovation Support Centers (TISCS), in the country

“IF I HAVE SEEN FURTHER THAN OTHERS, IT 
IS BY STANDING UPON THE SHOULDERS OF  
GIANTS”.

- Isaac Newton

The establishment of the TISCS network in three of 
our premier technical and vocational training institutes 
in June, 2018 forms part of the national strategy for 
the promotion of innovation, scientific research and 
technology transfer.

Our three TISCS host institutions are as follows:

1. The College of Science and Technology, 
Rinchending, Phuentsholing,

2. The Jigme Namgyel Engineering College, 
Dewathang, Samdrupjongkhar and

3. The Thimphu TechPark Limited, Serbithang, 
Thimphu

Intellectual Property (IP) is increasingly becoming an 
important factor for facilitating transfer of technology. 
Our National IP Policy, 2018 warrants a favorable IP 
framework to facilitate knowledge and technology 
transfer by establishing TISCS in relevant institutions 
and building collaborative networks with the Universities 
and Research & Development (R&D), institutions. 
This is mainly to encourage the public research 
institutions to harness, collect and disseminate and 
introduce appropriate technologies through national 
and international collaborations. The TISCs will also 
serve the individuals and local businesses in finding 
appropriate technology areas of their interests.

The Department of Intellectual Property (DoIP) with 
the assistance of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO), this year organized a three 
days Training on Patent Databases Searches and 
Development of TISCs in Bhutan, from April 24 to24 to 
train our Officials from the relevant agencies to access 
and use locally appropriate and high quality technology 
information from the global patent databases.

Kinley Tenzin Wangchuk, Director General

Innovation now plays a critical role in terms of the 
competitiveness of enterprises and in particular, against 
the current background of globalization. Businesses 
now face ever-greater competition and investments in 
innovation must therefore, be treated as a priority issue 
by enterprises, universities, and research and technical 
centers. This will then contribute to the development 
of a knowledge-based economy in which new ideas 
and innovation are the principle sources of competitive 
business advantage and economic growth.

Economists have long credited innovation as the source 
of the United States success. In 1957, Nobel Prize 
winning economist Robert Solow credited innovation 
with nearly 90% of productivity growth in the United 
States in the first half of the 20th century.

In the context of a small country like ours, with 
a small size and limited natural resources, I see 
innovation as indispensable for our economic growth 
and sustainability. If we are to optimize our limited 
resources, diversify our economy and punch above-our-
weight, it will only be through innovation and creativity. 

Definitions of “innovation” vary but the OECD defines 
it as “the implementation of a new or significantly 
improved product (good or service) or process, a new 
marketing method, or a new organizational method in 
business practices, workplace organization or external 
relations.”
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TISC Seminar at Thimphu

The objective of the training being to strengthen our 
local institutional capacity to access patent information 
and provide innovators and researchers with access to 
locally adaptable, high quality technology information 
and related services, helping them to exploit their 
innovative potential and to create, protect, and manage 
their intellectual property rights, refine their research 
and development to innovate their businesses.

Patent documents are a rich and important source of 
research and technological information as the publications 
provide current information in a particular field of technology 
by disclosing the invention, modes of carrying out the 
invention, accompanied by drawings, and discussions of 
the background art relating to the invention.

Most patent databases are a cumulative collection of 
worldwide inventions in the form of full-text documents, 
with collections dating back as far as 1790 in the US 
and 1869 in case of the Canadian collections. The 
Patent databases are being updated daily around the 
world and are growing exponentially, with a record of 
more than 3 million patent applications filed annually 
across the globe in recent years.

At present, there are approximately 120 million patent 
documents collected globally for all technological fields. 
If we can make these patent documents accessible for 
our innovators in the country, we are providing them 
the tools not only to avoid “reinventing the wheel” but 
also to utilize the prior art and improve over the existing 
ideas that have the potential to add value to our local 
ingenuity and resources.

Through our TISCs, we will be able to readily provide the 
access to these patent databases, and other scientific 
and technology resources to users to further stimulate 
creativity and innovation. For those who work in the 
R&D and related fields, the databases can serve as an 
inspiration and a tool for solving teething problems in 
their daily work. The other advantage is that the patent 
information database is quite often, the only source 
of information to a given technical solution, bearing 
in mind that it is the first publication and sometimes 
the only one, due to the precondition or requirement for 
“novelty”, for patent protection.

In order to search these patent databases successfully, 
it is necessary to have the technical search capability 
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and the required training. The recent training therefore, 
is very important since it is the first capacity building 
exercise for our TISCs Officials. This was also an 
opportunity for us to engage and discuss with our 
experts on other institutional set-up and further capacity 
building issues for long-term sustainability of our TISCs 
in the country. The exercise is also a significant step in 
our ongoing efforts to build our local capacity to take 
full advantage of the technology information that is 
already available and to participate more effectively in 
the global knowledge economy.

With the training and skills learned during the three 
days and some more to be organised in the near future, 
we hope that our three partner TISCS institutions 
will transform not only into centers of excellence in 
education and learning but will soon become crucibles
for innovation and creativity in our country. As Winston 
Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give”.

What greater contribution?, what greater service?, 
what greater gift? To our King, Country and People than 
the gift of innovation and creativity?

WIPO Experts with the Senior Officials of MoEA and TISC Trainees
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A Project on Branding
Binod Pradhan, Dy. Chief IP Officer

As per the Business Dictionary, Branding is “the process 
involved in creating a unique name and image for a product 
in the consumers’ mind, mainly through advertising 
campaigns with a consistent theme. Branding aims to 
establish a significant and differentiated presence in the 
market that attracts and retains loyal customers.”

Brands today are largely perceived as a key asset for 
creating value for a business. Effective branding can 
help businesses to make their products stand out 
against competitors, which is extremely vital in today’s 
competitive markets. A strong brand engenders feelings 
of trust, improves recognition in the customer’s mind, 
improves the value of the business, generates new 
customers, creates trust and builds the financial value 
of the business. Experience shows that customers 
expect to pay more for branded products than for 
unbranded products.

Any enterprise be it a cottage, small, medium or large 
scales can develop a brand image. However, many 
entrepreneurs don’t yet understand or are not truly 
convinced that a brand image can be a powerful tool 
for promoting and marketing goods and services. 
Some businesses, particularly of the cottage and small 
scales believe that the branding is reserved for large 
and multinational enterprises.

Bhutan also has huge potential in using branding strat-
egies to promote some of the products in areas of tour-
ism, handicrafts, culture, textiles and agro produce. The 
Department of Intellectual Property (DoIP) in collabo-
ration with the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) has initiated to promote some of the potential 
products and services from these sectors through the 
WIPO’s project on “Enabling Intellectual Property En-
vironment to Strengthen Business Competitiveness 
through Brands and Designs” (EIE Brands & Designs). 
The objective of the project is to empower the national 
stakeholders to effectively use the intellectual proper-
ty system to increase domestic business competitive-
ness. The project duration is tentatively for five years 
and the expected results are as follows:

Participants of the first workshop on EIE Brands & Designs Project with the WIPO officials

“IF YOUR BUSINESS IS NOT A BRAND, IT IS 
(JUST) A COMMODITY”. 

-Donald Trump, President of the USA
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• Analysis of business development requirements of 
local businesses based on their current or potential 
use of IP tools for branding and design;

• Identification of domestic products with potential 
for branding;

• Development of a “Hub and Spokes” structure;  
• Enhance  capacity of selected domestic stake-

holders to use IP for business competitiveness.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will also be 
signed between the DoIP and the WIPO, soon for the 
implementation of the project. During the inception 
phase of the project, a team comprising of the following 
officials from the WIPO in collaboration with the DoIP 
conducted a one-day workshop, on 
December 10, 2018 in Thimphu to bring 
together relevant stakeholders who 
would function as the hubs and spokes 
during the implementation of the project.
• Mr. Andrew Ong, Director, Regional 

Bureau for Asia and the Pacific 
(ASPAC), WIPO; and

• Mr. Giulio Zanetti, International 
Consultant for Branding and Design 

During the workshop, the speakers from 
the WIPO explained about the EIE Brands 
and Designs Project and importance 
of branding for the businesses. A 

Speakers from the WIPO making presentations during 
the Workshop on EIE Brands and Designs Project

preliminary discussion was also held on 
the identification of potential products 
and services suitable for branding under 
the project, and as well as the requirement 
of local expertise in fields like marketing, 
advertisement, integration strategies etc.

Subsequent to the workshop, bilateral 
meeting with relevant agencies like 
Queen’s Project Office, Department of 
Trade (DoT), Department of Cottage 
& Small Industry (DCSI), Department 
of Agriculture and Marketing (DAMC), 
TCB, APIC, RTA, Bhutan Chamber 

of Commerce & Industry (BCCI) and Bhutan Agro 
Industries Ltd. to discuss on identifying some potential 
domestic products and services for the project.

During the subsequent phases of the project, the 
targeted products for the project will be finalized; the 
targeted organizations to act as “Hub and Spokes” will 
be finalized; branding strategies will be developed and 
implemented; and finally closing of the project.

While it is too early to determine the outcome of the 
project, however, it is envisaged that this project would 
definitely produce some tangible results in promoting 
some of our local products in the niche international 
markets thereby recognizing the benefits and importance 
of using IP in businesses.

Officials from the WIPO and DoIP in consultations with the stakeholders
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WIPO General Assembly (GA) - 2018

Today, WIPO has 192 contracting states. The WIPO 
provides various technical assistance to its member 
states  such as in the area of legislative, policy and 
capacity building. The WIPO General Assembly is the 
main policy and decision making body. Annually, all its 
member states meet in autumn. The member states 
report on each country’s work progress made in the field 
of IP and further discusses and decides on strategic 
future policy directions.

Bhutan attended the fifty-eighth series of meetings 
of the member states of WIPO from September 24 to 
October 02, 2018 and delivered a statement acknowl-
edging the WIPO’s assistance that were instrumental in 
instituting the robust IP system in the Country.

The delegation for the fifty-eight session was led by 
Dasho Yeshi Wangdi, Hon’ble Secretary, Ministry of 
Economic Affairs and accompanied by Mr. Kinley T. 

Wangchuk, Director General, Department of Intellectual 
Property, Ministry of Economic Affairs, and Mr. Sangay 
Phuntsho, Trade Attaché, Permanent Mission of Bhutan 
to the UN, Geneva, Switzerland.

In the opening session of the fifty-eighth GA, the 
Director General of WIPO Mr. Francis Gurry highlighted 
the growing importance of the economic and social 
role of IP around the world and noted the considerable 
extent of the change. In 2016, 3.1 million patent 
applications, 7 million trademark applications and 963, 
000 design applications were filed in IP offices around 
the world. These are prodigious numbers and represent 
increases over the last 20 years of 189%, 253% and 
388%, respectively.

He reported that 60% IP applications filed worldwide 
were accounted from Asia. He also commended the 
Assemblies of the healthy and robust performance 

Ugyen Tenzin, IP Officer

Dasho Yeshi Wangdi, Hon’ble Secretary of MoEA and Director General of DoIP with the Director General of WIPO
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of the various Global IP systems generating 92% of 
the revenue concluding the 2016-2017 biennium with 
resulting in overall surplus of CHF 55.9 million.

During the fifty-eighth session of the GA, the head of the 
delegation from Bhutan Dasho Yeshi Wangdi delivered 
a statement on 25th September, 2018 presenting 
the progress made by Bhutan in the field of IPR 
emphasizing on the importance of the ongoing efforts 
to further strengthen the national IP system. In the 
statement, Dasho, on behalf of the Goyal Government 
of Bhutan expressed utmost gratitude to the WIPO and 
its proactive Sectors and Divisions for all the technical 
and capacity building assistances provided since 
joining WIPO in 1994.

After presenting a brief overview of the Department, 
Dasho highlighted on Bhutan’s most significant 
milestones such as adoption of the National IP Policy 
2018, Establishment of Technology Innovation and 
Support Centers (TISCs) with technical support from 
WIPO and launching of National Trademark Award 
and Annual IP Magazine. In addition, Dasho also 
presented Bhutan’s future plans aimed to tap IP asset 
to drive the growth and development of private sector. 
Some of the significant on-going programs include 
the revision of the Copyright Act 2001 and Industrial 
Property Act 2001, exploring legislative means to 

prevent misappropriation of Traditional Knowledge, 
Traditional Cultural Expressions and other artifacts of 
indigenous people regardless of these subjects being 
mired in debate even at the international fora. Dasho 
in the concluding remark expressed Bhutan’s interest 
in holding bilateral meetings with various divisions of 
WIPO on the side-line of the ongoing WIPO General 
Assembly Meetings to discuss on the issues of National 
Importance.

Following highlights the agenda items discussed during 
the 58th GA that were of special interest and relevance 
to Bhutan given our context and level of technology and 
scientific research were as follows:

The Report on the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Intellectual Property and 
Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge 
and Folklore (IGC)
The WIPO GA considered the report of the IGC and called 
upon the IGC, based on the progress made, to expedite 
its work in accordance with the mandate of the IGC for 
the biennium 2018/2019 inter-alia and recognized the 
importance of the participation of indigenous people 
and local communities in the work of the IGC, noting that 
the WIPO Voluntary Fund is depleted, and encouraging 
Member States to consider contributing to the Fund and 
consider other alternative funding arrangements. The 

Dasho Yeshi Wangdi, Hon’ble Secretary of MoEA and Director General of DoIP at the WIPO General Assembly

discussions taking place and the progress achieved by 
the IGC is of great interest to us as we are concerned 
of the need for increased recognition and protection of 
such resources at a regional and global levels.

Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to 
Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, 
Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled 
(VIPs)
This is one of the fastest moving treaties administered 
by WIPO with 41 contracting parties after only five years 
and will soon rise to nearly 70 after the accession to the 
treaty of the Europen Union. The Marrakesh Treaty is of 
interest to us to promote a just, fair and equitable society 
and further the noble goals of Gross National Happiness 
(GNH) for our visually impaired and print-disabled 
citizens. The other substantive agenda items were 
discussions on the possible convening of a diplomatic 
conference on the proposed Design Law Treaty and the 
way forward to a possible diplomatic conference on 
Broadcasting Treaty.

Engagements with bi-lateral meetings
While in Geneva, the Bhutanese delegation called upon 
bi-lateral meetings with following officials of WIPO 
to discuss and review ongoing programs and to seek 
further assistance in keeping with our priorities and 
needs:

i. Courtesy Call with DG, WIPO
The delegation called on the Director General of WIPO 
Mr. Francis Gurry and informed the DG on the need for 
the continued support and assistance from the WIPO 
for the development of the intellectual property system 
in the country. The delegation also reiterated him to 
visit Bhutan.

ii. Copyright and Creative Industries Sector
The delegation met with Ms. Sylvie Forbin, Deputy 
Director General and other relevant officials from 
Copyright Division. During the meeting, following area 
of cooperation was discussed:

• To seek technical support in the review of legislation 
and development of appropriate regulations for the 
set-up of Collective Management Organisation (CMO).

• Continued support in capacity and skills development 
in the areas of copyright and related rights and 
management of CMOs through trainings, seminars 
and study visits.

• Technical advice and support with the internet 
treaties viz, the WCT and the WPPT.

• Advise on the most appropriate means for the 
protection of our TK and Cultural Expressions such 
as textile designs.

• Development of outreach and awareness pro-
grammes

iii. Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific
The delegation met with Mr. Andrew M. Ong, Director 
for Asia and the Pacific Bureau and discussed on the 
ongoing Diagnostic Project and the need to finalize the 
mission report, the enabling environment on Brands 
and Designs as well as the Policy and legislative advise 
on innovation policy and the CSMI Policy of 2012.

iv. The Division for Least Developed Countries
The Bhutanese delegation also met with Mr. Kifle 
Shenkoru, Director for Division for LDC. During 
the meeting the delegation and their counterparts 
discussed on the assistance in development and action 
plan for the implementation of the national IP strategy, 
Innovation Policy and CSMI Policy review and revision 
and the need to initiate trainings for the TISC staff and 
managers.

v. IP Office Business Solutions Division
The Bhutanese delegation met with Mr. William 
Meredith, Director to discuss the mutual areas of 
cooperation such as:
• The efforts and arrangements made to finalize 

the signing of the Agreement with WIPO on Office 
automation and IT.

• The importance of IT and automation to increase 
efficiency and reduce costs.

• Acknowledgement of the work done and 
achievements made during the mission of Mr. 
Kyaw Zaw in July, 2018 and the urgency to follow-
up and implement the work plan agreed on.

• The ongoing efforts to integrate the IP automation 
services with the overall G2C system.
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vi. PCT Legal and International Affairs 
Department, Innovation and Technology 
Sector
To discuss on the Bhutan’s preparatory work for 
the accession to the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the 
Bhutanese delegation met with Mr. Claus Matthes, 
Senior Director for PCT Legal and International Affairs 
Department. The following were discussed:
• The need for assistance with the pre-accession 

works on the PCT.
• Need to bring our existing legislation and procedures 

up to speed with the PCT requirements.
• Trainings and capacity development of our staff 

including patent examiners.
• Given the low technological base within the country 

and the concomitant number of applications both 
international and local, and shortage of skilled 
manpower to process and draft patent documents, 
the team strongly cautioned against making a 
hasty accession to the treaty. In short there was no 
compelling need or advantages for Bhutan in joining 
the PCT at this juncture.

vii. Access to Information and Knowledge 
Division, Global Infrastructure Sector
The Delegation further met with Mr. Alejandro Roca 
Campana, Senior Director along-with Mr. Andrew 
Czajakowski, Head, Innovation and Technology 
Support Section and Mr. Mussadiq Hussain, Program 
Officer, Innovation and Technology Support Section 
and discussed on the need for training and capacity 
development of officials and staffs and assistance in 
the examination process for patents.

viii. Traditional Knowledge Division
While meeting with Mr. Wend Wendland, Director and 
relevant officials of the TK Division, the Bhutanese 
delegation raised that there is a need for a separate 
policy instrument on traditional knowledge in Bhutan, 
technical support and assistance for the study and 
accession to the relevant internet treaties as well 
as study visits and conduct of national seminars/
workshops.

ix. Global Issues Sector, Building Respect for 
IP Division
Finally the delegation met with Mr. Xavier Vermandele, 
Senior Legal Counsellor and Mr. Thomas Dillon, Legal 
Counsellor of the Building Respect for IP Division and 
discussed the need for training of staff, advice and 
assistance in designing more innovative materials, 
study visits to appropriate centers on outreach and 
awareness and conduct of road shows on IP.

Experience & Knowledge Sharing from a “Study 
Visit to Copyright Organizations” in Japan

Kuenga Dorji, IP Officer

The program “Study Visit to Copyright Organizations” 
was organized by the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) in cooperation with the Japan 
Copyright Office (JCO), Agency for Cultural Affairs 
(ACA) with the assistance of Japanese society for 
rights of authors, composers and publishers (JASRAC) 
and Center for Performer’s Rights Administration 
(CPRA), from January 21 to 25, 2019, in Tokyo, Japan. 
Participants comprising of officials from the Copyright 
Offices and Collective Management Organization 
(CMOs) from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and Vietnam 
took part in the study visit. The objectives of the study 
visit was to establish useful operational mechanisms 
both at policy and right management level, to facilitate 
cooperation and coordination among copyright offices 
and copyright management organizations (CMOs) in 
the region. The program was attended by two officials 
from the Copyright Division, DoIP, MoEA.

Participants were taken to the JCO and introduced on 
the core tasks of the WIPO and the Japanese Copyright 
system. In a nutshell, WIPO’s core tasks constitutes of 
shaping a balanced international IP rules, offer global 
services to protect IP across borders and to resolve 
disputes, enable countries to use IP for economic, 
social and cultural development and deliver technical 
assistance and capacity building programs.

JCO is part of the ACA under the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). 
Japan enacted their first copyright legislation in 1899 
with the accession to the Bern convention and the new 
copyright legislation was passed in 1970. The latest 
amendment was in 2018. Currently, Japan is member 
to nine international conventions relating to copyright 
and related rights.

Japan also enacted the “IP Basic Act” in 2003 with the 
objective to realize a dynamic economy and society 
that is based on the creation of added value through 
the creation of new IP and effective exploitation of such 
IP. Based on this, the Intellectual Property headquarters 
was established making it responsible for developing 
and promoting the whole governments IP strategic 

program. The IP headquarters plans, promotes and 
coordinate important intellectual property measures 
endorsed by the committee, members comprising of 
all cabinet ministers, ten experts, chaired by the Prime 
Minister.

The participants also had the opportunity to learn about 
CMOs and Japans experiences concerning CMOs. 
In brief, CMOs serves as a linkage between the right 
owners and the users. CMO is a practical solution for 
individual users to contact and negotiate with individual 
right-holders. It provides simple and fast procedures 
for right owners and users in terms of efficient and 
appropriate licensing and collection of royalties. At the 
same time it also facilitates international use of works 
through reciprocal agreements.

Japan enacted their the first law on CMOs in 1939 
called the law on intermediary business concerning 
copyrights which was replaced by the law on 
management business of copyright and related rights in 
2001. The ACA as the government agency registers the 
application of CMOs. Besides, it also has supervisory 
function over the CMOs such as inspection, order to 
improve operation and cancellation of registration.

As part of the study visit, participants visited the two 
host CMOs; JASRAC and CPRA. Participants were 
provided with the opportunity to learn about the 
organizations including their practical experiences.
1. JASRAC: It is a designated CMO for administering 

music works and was established in 1939. It 
administers and represents the right holders of 
the lyricists/composers and music publishers 
through trust contracts. Concisely, its main duty 
is the management of copyright which includes; 
licensing of music copyrights use, collection 
and distribution of royalties, and enforcement of 
rights. JASRAC also promotes cultural activities 
(concerts, talks) and takes part in educational and 
public relations activities. Besides, it also engages 
in countermeasures against copyright infringement 
by conducting enforcement operations to prevent 
infringement and legitimize music usages. A 



94 | Annual IP Magazine 2019

total of 171 legal actions were taken from 2010 
to 2017 by JASRAC. The main users from where 
JASRAC collects the royalties are from the use of 
music in live concerts, broadcasting, audio discs, 
videograms, online music streaming and music 
scores and not the individual. JASRAC has also 
determined different tariff rates for different types 
of music use.

2. CPRA: CPRA was established as part of GEIDAN-
KYO in the year 1993. CPRA has approximately 40 
staff headed by the Secretary General. There are six 
departments looking after collection, distribution, 
accounting, IT, General affairs and Planning. CPRA 
collects remuneration on behalf of the perform-
ers’ with regard to secondary usage fees of pho-
nograms in broadcasting and wire diffusion and 
remunerations from CD rental. The collected pay-
ments are then distributed through CPRA mandat-
ed member organizations (four mandatory bodies) 
to the right holders who entrust their rights to CPRA. 
The right holders entrust their rights to mandato-
ry bodies representing various performers. Apart 
from collection and distribution of the royalties, it 
also undertake numerous public relation activities 
aimed to; i) build and maintain relationships with 
their members and member organizations, ii) cre-
ate awareness and gain publicity and iii) inform and 
gain support for their activities. As part of its public 
outreach activities, newsletters are published on a 
quarterly basis for the right holders, users and oth-
er concerned agencies. The newsletter titled “CPRA 
news” covers the activities of the organization and 
shares news about the performers’ rights, market 
trends and others. In addition they also provide 

general information about the organization, users, 
members, performers’ rights and current topics on 
their website. Further, they hold press conferences 
in collaboration with concerned organizations to 
promote and advocate culture.

The fi ve day study visit concluded with the wrap up 
session moderated by Ms. Lorena Bolanos from 
WIPO. Participants from each country refl ected 
on the program and expressed their thoughts. The 
participating countries shared their ongoing activities 
and future work plans in their respective countries.

Quick takeaways from the study visit
• Some of the common illegal uses of music works in 

Japan are illegal distribution (uploading) of lyrics/
music fi les, illegal reproduction and illegal usage 
in relation to performances (eg. use of music in 
shops).

• The three most important requirements for a 
CMO to function smoothly are i) Independence ii) 
Transparency and iii) Professionalism.

• Apart from collection and distribution of royalties, 
CMOs should also deal with judicial matters, 
system organizations, public relations and general 
administration. Moreover, the people working in a 
CMO should have appropriate expertise.

• The Copyright legislation is revised frequently 
(annually) based on national needs and to 
harmonize with International standards.

• The role of CMOs not only limited to collecting 
and distributing but also enforcement of rights, 
promoting culture, creating awareness, educating 
students etc.
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Engagement with the US Patent and Trademark 
Offi ce (USPTO)

The DoIP has been engaging informally with the USPTO 
since 2012 mainly on capacity development programs 
and related activities on Intellectual Property (IP). The 
offi cials from the DoIP as well as from other agencies 
viz. Royal Bhutan Police, Drug Regularity Authority have 
availed various training programs on IP at the USPTO 
headquarter offi ce based in Washington DC.

Considering the highly technical and legal nature of the 
works involved in the administration and management 
of intellectual property rights, it requires one to enhance 
his/her knowledge and understanding on IP through 
numerous capacity building programs and experience 
on the job. The lack of in-country training institutes 
and centers on IP poses challenges to avail training, as 
such, the DoIP has been availing capacity development 
programs offered by the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) and other competent national 
Intellectual Property offi ces, such as the USPTO, the 
Japan Patent Offi ce and the Korean IP Offi ce.

Such engagement with the national IP offi ces has 
been immensely useful in enhancing the operational 
effi ciencies of the DoIP offi cials.

One of the most challenging tasks confronted by the 
Trademark Registry in the DoIP is undertaking the 
substantive Search and Examination of the Marks. 
It takes up to seven months to complete the entire 
registration process of the Trademark applications. 
The IP offi cials do not possess adequate knowledge 
to effectively undertake the substantive examination of 
the marks thereby resulting in diffi culty and uncertainty 
in taking appropriate decisions on the eligibility of some 
marks for registration, considering the various grounds 
for trademark registration and refusal as enshrined in 
the Industrial Property Act of the kingdom of Bhutan, 
2001 and International practices.

Based on the request submitted by the DoIP, the 
following experts were fi elded from the USPTO to train 

DoIP offi cials along with the Hon’ble Chief Guest and the experts from the USPTO

Binod Pradhan, Dy. Chief IP Offi cer
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the DoIP’s offi cials on “Best Practices on Trademark 
Examination” from October 22 to 26, 2018 in Thimphu.

1. Ms. Shilpi Jha, Sr. IP Counsel, USPTO, New Delhi, 
India;

2. Ms. Nancy Omelko, Attorney Advisor, USPTO, 
Virginia, USA;

3. Ms. Attiya Malik, Attorney Advisor, USPTO, Virginia, 
USA;

The training was focused on good examination 
practices adopted by the USPTO emphasizing on 

various examination grounds viz. examination of 
distinctive marks, descriptive marks, well-known marks, 
marks consisting of geographical names, confl icts with 
prior registered marks, examination of non-traditional 
marks, handling of opposition, etc., with some case 
examples.

The training was very relevant and useful for the 
offi cials involved in the trademark examination as it 
helped them to gain new skills as well as update their 
knowledge on Trademark examination.

Experts from the USPTO conducting training on Trademark Examination
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Growing Impacts of IP in Commerce

Prakash Rasaily 
IP Agent 
Clues and Colleague

A national economy is known by the contributions made 
by the government, corporate sector, nongovernment 
organizations, international organizations, private 
sectors, residents and citizens. All of them have an 
equal role in nation-building. If the government had a 
leading role, other sectors form a team to boost it. What 
a GNH, a strategy to keep everyone comfortable!

All our intellectuals, born and brought up, whether big or 
small, rich or poor, ruler or ruled’ posses’ inherent talent 
or the intellectual power to do right or wrong that would 
benefi t themselves. Is that not effectual, a collaborative 
role!

Realizing this simple theory, World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO), the specialized agency of the 
United Nations, based in Geneva, is a focal point 
globally. And, Department of Intellectual Property, 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, the coordinating agency 
in Bhutan. Are we not closer to facilitation centers?

Attention of business houses 
Consumers must know the origin of goods and services. 
They must be mentally prepared to buy the products 
and feel comfortable that they are not mislead anyway. 
Obtaining a trade license, which every business house 
does before a business is launched, is a license to trade 
and not a protection of your trademark. 

To explain further, Professional License, issued by 
a Professional Body is not the Intellectual Property 
Right but recognition of the profession. It is not the  

Trademark or Patent or copyright grant.  One must apply 
separately, else, once caught, would be prosecuted by 
the law enforcing agencies. What a good governance! 
So, the question arises, have you protected your trade 
name; logo or word or the combination of both with 
Department of Intellectual Property? When you do 
this, you would be disallowing others not to copy the 
products or services. You might have seen in the market 
many such products that did not carry any Trade Mark 
or Service Mark and those products are sold more than 
the original products. Those are the infringed products, 
a result of some one’s hard work. What a loss, what a 
shame…oof!

As regarding the protection of industrial design, it is 
equally important to protect it by registration. After all, 
who does not like to be a unique business owner and 
distinct from another similar business? You would lose 
your Intellectual property rights and compensation that 
may follow after it becomes judicial matter. Our law is 
clear. The rights are conferred by registration only.

Hello educational and training institutions I would feel 
that your children must be informed about intellectual 
property rights (patents, trademarks, industrial design, 
geographical indication, copyrights) when they are at 
learning stage and they would know the greater value 
of intellectual property and commercial concern. 
Permit me to pronounce that this area should become 
part of the syllabus. Would you agree to that? Examples 
of protected intellectual properties (These are copied 
for educational purpose).
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Role of Intellectual Property Department 
and Agents

 Their noble duty beside others is to make consumers; 
business owners and general public aware in different 
ways possible.

Control of infringed goods entering the country The 
cooperation from every one whether consumers; 
business houses; importers; exporters; travelers, 
government bodies, law enforcement agencies and so 
on are requested to make Bhutan CLEAN from entering 
infringed products/services at the border check points.

A Request to the Ruling Parties 

First of all, I would call them cooperative government. I 
would argue that Intellectual Properties must occupy a 
Priority Sector in terms of Privilege, Planning, Budgeting, 

infrastructure and autonomy. Therefore, it is right time 
to recommend ‘Formation of Task Force’ to study this 
particular area.

Value your intellectual property
Hi Intellectuals;
Hark free men,
Use your brain,

Think freely, don’t waste time,
Home, offi ce, farm, anywhere important,

A master of thoughts, are you all, realize it!

Trademark boosts business, Protect it,
Industrial design magnifi es it, secure your Rights,

Inventions, valuable property, patent it,
Copyright, name & fame, expose it,

Geographical Indications, the farm produce, guard it, 
register it!

Your only Intellectual Property!
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Tempa Tshering, Chief IP Offi cer

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY: International 
Filing of Patents

The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) is an international 
fi ling treaty which provides for a uniform, simplifi ed and 
harmonized administrative formalities and procedure 
for fi ling patent applications in 152 countries which are 
member to the Treaty. In contrast to the conventional 
method of having to fi le separately in different 
countries, the Treaty provides for a simplifi ed form of 
fi ling applications for Patents to facilitate inventors 
in obtaining protection in multiple jurisdictions. This 
is achieved by fi ling a single international patent 
application with a single fee and currency (Swiss Francs) 
and single language (English). PCT is expected to refi ne 
the international fi ling of patents and reduce time and 
various costs for the applicants, associated with agent 
fees, translation and examination. Bhutan is presently 
carrying out the feasibility of acceding to the PCT. The 
main advantage of this treaty is that inventors in the 
member countries can fi le a single patent application in 
multiple jurisdictions through a centralized fee system 
in single currency in single language to reduce the 
administrative formalities and cost of fi ling of patent 
applications. In the present context for Bhutan being 
non-member to the fi ling treaty, if our inventors want 
to fi le for patent protection in 10 countries, they will 
have to fi le separately in 10 different countries, follow 
10 different formalities, pay fees in different currencies 

and fi le in different languages acceptable to the foreign 
patent offi ces. The PCT system is expected to refi ne 
the international fi ling of patents and reduce time 
and various costs for the applicants, associated with 
translation and examination.

Patent System
A Patent is an exclusive right granted for an invention 
which is a product or process that provides a new 
technical solution to a problem or offers a new way of 
doing something. The Department registers inventions 
which are new, having inventive step and are industrially 
applicable in line with the Industrial Property Act of the 
Kingdom of Bhutan, 2001. A successful registration of 
an invention gives the owner a set of exclusive rights 
to stop others from making, using, selling, and offering 
for sale and importation of the product without his/her 
authorization. Like any other physical assets Patent can 
be licensed, assigned or transferred in succession. The 
term of patent protection in Bhutan is 20 years from the 
date of fi ling. The rationale for adopting such a system 
is to grant legal protection to enable the inventors to 
recoup their investment and encourage them to commit 
additional resources for further innovation. This in turn 
is expected to spur economic growth, create new jobs 
and industries, and enhance the quality and well-being 
of our society.

Preliminary National Interest Analysis
Bhutan also stands ready to further collaborate in areas 
of policy development to harness the full potential of 
global intellectual property protection systems and 
services for national and enterprise development. In 
line with the Government’s Rules of Procedure for Treaty 
Making 2016, the Department initiated a Preliminary 
National Interest Analysis (PNIA) study on joining the 
PCT. This is mainly to understand the cost and benefi ts 
of acceding to this treaty by Bhutan. Several bilateral 
discussions were held with selected stakeholders in 
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Chukha, Samtse and Thimphu. The analysis on the 
current situation on application of technologies and 
their usage in various industries in the country was 
equally important. The purpose in this context is to 
fi rst understand whether business and industries are 
engaged in the creation of intellectual property, which 

will support the outcome of the study in analyzing the 
potential of fi ling patent applications abroad for the 
protection of our local inventions. In addition, capacity 
building opportunity of the Patent Registry through 
accession was also equally substantial to analyze.

To understand PCT from different perspective and 
seek any clarifi cations through in-depth discussions, 
the department invited an expert from WIPO Ms. Anjali 
Aeri, Counsellor from the PCT International Cooperation 
Division, Patent and Technology Sector to conduct 
two days seminar on PCT for the DoIP offi cials and 
stakeholders. Ms. Aeri elaborated in-depth on the PCT 
system and its salient features and also held working 
level discussions on the benefi ts/costs of the PCT, 
steps for accession, review of national law etc. The 
seminar has greatly enhanced local understanding of 
the international fi ling system for patents.

PCT National Workshop in Thimphu

DoIP offi cials during a bilateral consultation visit
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Some advantages offered by the PCT to applicants 
from Bhutan, are:
1. By fi ling only one application under the PCT with the 

national Offi ce (i.e. DoIP), or with the International 
Bureau of WIPO, the applicant obtains the effect 
of a regularly fi led national or regional patent 
application for all the PCT Contracting States;

2. An applicant whether a natural person or not and who 
is a national and resident of Bhutan would be entitled 
to a 90% reduction of certain PCT fees in respect of 
international applications fi led under the PCT;

3. The national processing of the international 
application by the “designated” (national) patent 
Offi ces of the Contracting States will not—unless 
expressly requested by the applicant— start 
until 30 months from the priority date. The PCT 
therefore allows the applicant 18 months more 
time than he would have without using the PCT to 
decide whether and for which countries he wishes 
to pursue patent protection, thereby delaying the 
expenses of translating the application, paying 
national fees and appointing local patent agents.

Furthermore, the results of international preliminary 
reports on patentability would be valuable to the 
applicant as they contain a clear view on whether it 
would be worthwhile to continue to pursue his aim of 
obtaining patents for his invention.

Ultimately, the PCT is known to:

• Bring the world within reach of sound technological 
information;

• Postpone the major costs associated with 
international patent protection;

• Provide a strong basis for patenting decisions; and
• Be used by the world’s major corporations, research 

institutions and universities seeking international 
patent protection.

These advantages exist not only in favor of applicants; 
they are also extremely benefi cial for the countries 
where patent protection is sought by the applicant and 
for the national Offi ce of Bhutan.
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The Department 

of In-tellectual 

Property under 

the Ministry of 

Economic Affair-

shas initiated 

an engagement 

process with the 

Korean Invention 

Promotion Asso-

ciation (KIPA) to 

take part in the 

project “2019 IP 

Sharing Project”. 

The KIPA is a 

non-pro�itorga-

nization based 

in Seoul, South 

Ko-rea, which 

was established 

as an af�iliator-

ganization of the 

Korean Intellec-

tual Property 

Of�ice (KIPO)The 

Department 

have found such 

project initia-tive 

to be highly rele-

vant and exciting 

KIPA to help in 

2019 in-tellectual 

property sharing 

projectboth in 

KIPA to help in 2019 intellectual property sharing project

terms of transfer 

of appropriate 

technology and 

facilitation of 

the use of patent 

information 

for innovative 

improvements to 

our local products 

and services.
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 Rabies outbreak in 

Kanglung and Rongthung 

under control

Christchurch attacks: Al-

Noor mosque reopens to 

worshippers
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IN THE NEWS
Seeking medical specialists diplomatically from Bangladesh 03

BEO loan deferment is the right ap-

proach: PM 

Government studies 

housing crisis in urban areas

By Sangay Rabten

Thimphu

Parents and students of 

the learn and earn program 

in Japan have said that 

the loan deferment 

arrangement by the 

government doesn’t have 

any advantage to them. 

This was shared during 

the panel discussion in 

BBS on Thursday. The 

government during the 

first session of third 

parliament discussed to 

waive off the interest and 

defer the loan payment. 

Lyonchhen Dr Lotay 

Tshering said during 

the Friday meet that 

government deferring the 

loan payment is the right 

approach.  He said that the 

learn and earn program 

was started by the former 

government with good 

objectives. “Instead of 

looking back on what has 

happened just because of 

some lapses, it is better to 

move forward,” Lyonchhen 

said. 
In earlier meets, 

Lyonchhen said that 
Continued on Pg. 11

21 March 2019: His Majesty The King graced the final day of the Paro 

tshechu. As every year, His Majesty offered prayers before the Guru 

Thongdrol, and met with the people of Paro and neighbouring areas, who 

came to take part in the festival and meet His Majesty. 

government wanted to 

help the students with 

their best. He said that 

there is no way to waive 

off the interest as different 

signatories are involved. 

“The best the government 

could do was loan 

deferent.” 

On Friday, Lyonchhen 

emphasized the advantage 

of loan deferment.  He 

said, “Loan deferment can 

strategy is to mainly target 

rural-urban migration to ease 

down the housing crunch in 

urban places professionally.  

“On this front, we have lots 

of activities under ministry 

of agriculture and forests 

to encourage our youths 

and people to stay in their 

villages,” he added. 

Other strategies include 

reviewing taxation policy 

on property and inheritance 

taxes and reconstruction 

of government quarters 

to buildings with more 

apartments among others, 

according to Lyonchhen.

He explained further 

that the government cannot 

approach the issue in a 

dictatorial manner. He said 

that the ownership of the 

houses have its legal aspects. 

He said that government 

cannot intervene between 

the owners and tenants 

regarding the rental issues 

under the presence of 

Tenancy Act.

He added that in terms of 

real estate being kept on hold, 

with the hope of prices going 

up in the future by the owners 

is up to them and even the 

policy allows it. He said that 

the government has no hands 

over it.
However, he said to 

address the issue, the 

government will scan all the 

government structures and 

houses in Thimphu, and plan 

accordingly by constructing 

buildings over bungalows 

which are currently located in 

the prime areas in the capital.

By Kinley Wangchuk

Thimphu

The government has formed 

a task force under Ministry 

of Works and Human 

Settlement (MoWHS) 

to study the housing 

crisis in major urban 

places like Thimphu and 

Phuentsholing.

Due to hike in land 

prices, apartment rates and 

house rents in the recent 

years in urban Bhutan, the 

government has started 

to address this issue 

accordingly with the party’s 

manifesto. This was said in 

response to a question on 

housing matter by the Prime 

Minister during the Friday 

Meet.
As per the manifesto, 

DNT has pledged to provide 

affordable and adequate 

housing in urban areas. To 

this, Lyonchhen said that the 

ministry has already started 

working on it.

Lyonchhen also said that 

the housing demand is only 

in few urban places and not 

in other parts of the country. 

He said, “That is due to 

huge rural-urban migration 

and in order to solve this, 

it is not just to give houses 

in the urban place but to 

encourage people to stay in 

the villages.”

He added that the 

government has instructed 

the MoWHS to come up with 

housing standards based on 

living standards in all the 

districts. He also said that 

the ministry is looking into 

low cost housing schemes.

He reiterated that the 
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02 IDEA
The National Seminar on Patent 

Cooperation Treaty

The Department of Intellectual 

Property (DoIP) in collaboration 

with the World Intellectual Proper-

ty Organization (WIPO) conducted 

a National Seminar on Patent Co-

operation Treaty (PCT) on 20 and 

21 March 2019. The National Semi-

nar is a part of the Preliminary Na-

tional Interest Analysis conducted 

by the Department for the pos-

sible future accession of the PCT. 

The PCT is a WIPO administered 

multilateral treaty that simplifies 

the different procedural require-

ments for patent filings in each of 

the member states by reducing the 

administrative formalities and as-

sociated costs. 

The objective of the Seminar 

was to explain and disseminate the 

procedure of the PCT system to our 

local inventors and stakeholder as 

well as taking into account their 

views and opinions for the future 

accession to the PCT. In addition, 

the National Seminar also aimed 

at creating awareness and public-

ity on the international filing of 

patent and the PCT system. To un-

derstand the PCT system and its 

cost and benefit from the expert’s 

point of view, Ms. Anjali Aeri, a 

Counselor from the PCT Legal and 

International Affairs Department, 

WIPO visited the country to facili-

tate the National Seminar. 

Bhutan joined the WIPO in 

1994 but the institutional setup for 

IP Registration System came into 

effect with the enactment of the 

Industrial Property Act in 2001. To-

day, the Department has in place 

full-fledged registration system for 

the Inventions (Patent), Designs 

and Marks (Trademark, Service 

Mark and Collective Mark).  

A Patent is an exclusive right 

granted for an invention which is 

a product or process that provides 

a new technical solution to a prob-

lem or offers a new way of doing 

something.  The Department reg-

isters inventions which are new, 

having inventive step and are in-

dustrially applicable in line with 

the Industrial Property Act of the 

Kingdom of Bhutan, 2001. A suc-

cessful registration of an invention 

gives the owner a set of exclusive 

rights to stop others from making, 

using, selling, and offering for sale 

and importation of the product 

without his/her authorization. 

Like any other physical assets 

Patent can be licensed, assigned 

or transferred in succession. The 

term of patent protection is 20 

years from the date of filing. The 

rationale for adopting patent sys-

tem is to grant legal protection to 

enable the inventors to recoup their 

investment and encourage them to 

commit additional resources for 

further innovation.  This in turn is 

expected to spur economic growth, 

create new jobs and industries, and 

enhance the quality and well being 

of our society. 

However, there is now a grow-

ing sense of urgency to further 

strengthen the system to bet-

ter serve the future needs of our 

potential inventors and innova-

tors.  Bhutan stands ready to fur-

ther collaborate in areas of policy 

development to harness the full 

potential of global intellectual 

property protection systems and 

services for national and enter-

prise development. The PCT relies 

on the principle of harmonization 

of the different procedural re-

quirements in each of the Member 

Countries by reducing the admin-

istrative formalities and cost of fil-

ing of patent applications in con-

trast to the conventional method 

of having to file separately in dif-

ferent countries. The PCT system 

accepts filing a single international 

patent application with a single fee 

and currency (Swiss Francs) and 

single language (English).

During the seminar, the poten-

tial local inventors and stakehold-

ers were informed on how the PCT 

System offers them a better route 

for obtaining patent protection in 

multiple countries.  In addition, it 

was explained that the PCT system 

is beneficial to both the patent ap-

plicants and National Intellectual 

Property Office because of the uni-

formity in the formality require-

ments, the international search 

and preliminary examination re-

port and the centralized interna-

tional publication. 

Further, the participants were 

also informed that the objectives of 

the PCT are generally to facilitate 

the attainment of larger national 

goals such as the progress of sci-

ence and technology, providing 

optimum legal protection of inven-

tions, facilitating the access by the 

public to technical information 

and, fostering and accelerating 

the economic development of the 

country. 
A separate session was also held 

between the Officials of the DoIP 

and the WIPO Counsellor to dis-

cuss the common areas for collabo-

ration, such as to conduct seminars 

and capacity building workshops 

in future, experience sharing on 

PCT with other member countries 

and on WIPO’s possible legislative 

assistance for Bhutan. 

Editorial

A welcome decision 

The government has decided to review the state-owned enterprises in 

order to redefine and streamline their role in Bhutan’s development 

journey.
 
The objective of the whole exercise, for which a task force has been 

formed, is to promote private sector development. This is a good 

initiative.
Those in the private sector welcome this bold move of the government. 

The private sector has long been recognized as the engine of growth, 

but not much has happened. Today, our private sector is limited to a 

handful of big businesses.

 
If the private sector is to develop, the government should let them 

compete. If the state is monopolizing or competing with the private 

sector, the sector will not be able to compete with the state.

 
There are about 16 state-owned enterprises today. Some have social 

mandates and therefore will need the support of the state. But like 

the government rightly recognized, there are some that are not 

indispensable or can be replaced by the private sector.

 
When state-owned enterprises are subsidized and churn in loss year 

after year, it is going to be expensive for the government. In the last six 

years, the government has created six new state-owned enterprises. 

Some of them are criticized for being politically motivated creation. 

The Royal Monetary Authority has found out that maintaining them is 

expensive.

 
There are other enterprises that are obstructing the growth of the 

private sector. This is because there is no level playing field when state-

owned enterprises are run on subsidies and private sectors are left on 

their own to compete.

 
The State Trading Corporation of Bhutan is in the import business. They 

started when there were no capacities in the private sector. The private 

sector today is competing with the state-owned enterprise who started 

by importing Toyota Hiluxes, but are now even selling farm equipment.

 
Another example is in the print media. The government liberalized 

media in 2006 breaking the monopoly and providing choice to the 

people. The beauty of competition was expected to benefit the people. 

It did, but not for long.

 
With Kuensel receiving indirect subsidy in the form of government 

advertisement, the private papers, despite their effort couldn’t keep up 

with Kuensel.

 
Media experts are quick to tell us to invest in journalism. We can only 

invest in journalism if we have the money. When the state-owned 

newspaper gets all the preference, how will private media compete?

 
Professionalism and quality of journalism can only come with letting 

private media grow. Good journalists leave private papers because 

their expertise cannot be matched by remunerations. Today, most of 

the ace reporters in Kuensel are reporters who left the private papers 

for better prospects. They knew private papers couldn’t compete with 

Kuensel.
 
Private media will improve if Kuensel is privatized. Such a move will 

test Kuensel and create a level playing field. In the end, readers would 

benefit.
 

Considering the use and ap-

plication of Intellectual Prop-

erty (IP) assets in the country, 

the growth and awareness on 

IP system remains at a na-

scent stage to date.

According to the department 

of intellectual property’s 

annual magazine, 2018, a 

total of 16,938 trademark 

applications were fi led with 

the department out of which, 

only 180 were Bhutanese ap-

plications until 2017. Almost 

99 percent of trademarks 

application fi led were from 

international applicants.

Of the total 41 applications 

fi led for patent with the de-

partment, the number of ap-

plications fi led by Bhutanese 

inventors was 16, which is 

about 39 percent of the total 

number of applications fi led.

Patent is one of the four in-

tellectual property rights that 

provide protection for the 

inventions. It also provides 

incentives to an individual 

by off ering them recogni-

tion for their creativity and 

reward for their marketable 

inventions.

The highest international pat-

ent application was received 

from India followed by the 

Netherlands and Austria. The 

majority of international pat-

ent applications were fi led as 

prioritised under Paris con-

vention.

Lack of awareness and resources hinder 

intellectual property growth 

Chief of DoIP during the PCT Interview, BBS
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BEO loan deferment is the right ap-proach: PM 

Government studies housing crisis in urban areas

By Sangay Rabten
Thimphu

Parents and students of the learn and earn program in Japan have said that the loan deferment arrangement by the government doesn’t have any advantage to them. This was shared during the panel discussion in BBS on Thursday. The government during the first session of third parliament discussed to waive off the interest and defer the loan payment. Lyonchhen Dr Lotay 

Tshering said during the Friday meet that government deferring the loan payment is the right approach.  He said that the learn and earn program was started by the former government with good objectives. “Instead of looking back on what has happened just because of some lapses, it is better to move forward,” Lyonchhen said. 
In earlier meets, Lyonchhen said that Continued on Pg. 11

21 March 2019: His Majesty The King graced the final day of the Paro 

tshechu. As every year, His Majesty offered prayers before the Guru 

Thongdrol, and met with the people of Paro and neighbouring areas, who 

came to take part in the festival and meet His Majesty. 

government wanted to help the students with their best. He said that there is no way to waive off the interest as different signatories are involved. “The best the government could do was loan deferent.” 
On Friday, Lyonchhen emphasized the advantage of loan deferment.  He said, “Loan deferment can 

strategy is to mainly target rural-urban migration to ease down the housing crunch in urban places professionally.  “On this front, we have lots of activities under ministry of agriculture and forests to encourage our youths and people to stay in their villages,” he added. Other strategies include reviewing taxation policy on property and inheritance taxes and reconstruction of government quarters to buildings with more apartments among others, according to Lyonchhen.He explained further that the government cannot approach the issue in a dictatorial manner. He said that the ownership of the houses have its legal aspects. He said that government cannot intervene between the owners and tenants regarding the rental issues under the presence of Tenancy Act.
He added that in terms of real estate being kept on hold, with the hope of prices going up in the future by the owners is up to them and even the policy allows it. He said that the government has no hands over it.

However, he said to address the issue, the government will scan all the government structures and houses in Thimphu, and plan accordingly by constructing buildings over bungalows which are currently located in the prime areas in the capital.

By Kinley WangchukThimphu

The government has formed a task force under Ministry of Works and Human Settlement (MoWHS) to study the housing crisis in major urban places like Thimphu and Phuentsholing.Due to hike in land prices, apartment rates and house rents in the recent years in urban Bhutan, the government has started to address this issue accordingly with the party’s manifesto. This was said in response to a question on housing matter by the Prime Minister during the Friday Meet.
As per the manifesto, DNT has pledged to provide affordable and adequate housing in urban areas. To this, Lyonchhen said that the ministry has already started working on it.

Lyonchhen also said that the housing demand is only in few urban places and not in other parts of the country. He said, “That is due to huge rural-urban migration and in order to solve this, it is not just to give houses in the urban place but to encourage people to stay in the villages.”
He added that the government has instructed the MoWHS to come up with housing standards based on living standards in all the districts. He also said that the ministry is looking into low cost housing schemes.He reiterated that the 
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Workshop on Patent Searching  Thimphu TechPark in col-laboration with Department of Intellectual Property (DoIP), Ministry of Econom-ic Affairs (MoEA) organized a day long workshop on Pat-ent Searching at the Thim-phuTechPark Ltd.  this week. 
The objective of the work-shop is to introduce to the patent system and the global free patent databases, dem-onstrate basic search tech-niques to mine inventions from these databases. Some of the freely accessible ma-jor international patent da-tabases are World Intellec-tual Property Organization’s Patentscope) and European Patent Office’s Espacenet. Other big patent offices such as the United States Patent and Trademark Of-fice (USPTO), Japan Pat-ent Office (JPO), etc. also make available their na-tional patent databases for public access. The instantly accessible Google Patent search system is also a use-ful site. Collectively, these free patent databases make available 90 million plus in-ventions in the form of pub-lished patent applications. The main components of a patent application are the 

title of the invention, ab-stract (summery), detailed description, claims and the drawings. 
The officiating chief of Intellectual Property Divi-sion (IPD), Tempa Tshering said “there are multipurpose for carrying out the patent searches but some practi-cal goals of search are to avoid reinventing the wheel by avoiding duplication of efforts such as research-ing solutions on technical problems already solved by others, inventing products already launched in mar-kets and also to check if 

the invention (or a similar technology) the searcher is presently working on is or has been already invented by others anywhere in the world. After going through the relevant search results, the users can determine if they are interested to pur-sue further and may choose to put their efforts in devel-oping incremental innova-tions to the prior inventions. Users also have the freedom to customize and reproduce the whole invention for com-mercialization if they are not protected in the country through registration with 

the DoIP.  The workshop conducted basic search exer-cises for inventions in all the mentioned databases”. The workshop was or-ganized at ThimphuTech-Park Pvt. Ltd. as it is one of the three Technology and Innovation Support Cen-ters (TISCs) established in the country. The other two TISCs are located in College of Science and Technology, Chhukha and Jigme Nam-gyel Engineering College, SamdrupJongkhar. The Agreements for establish-ing these TISCs were signed on 20 June 2018 between 

the Department of Intellec-tual Property (DoIP) and the three TISC host institutions. Some of the services offered by TISCs include access to online patent and non-pat-ent (scientific and techni-cal) resources and IP-related publications, assistance in searching and retrieving technology information and training in database search.The participants com-prised of aspiring entrepre-neurs, startups, business persons, civil servants, high school and college students and other interested indi-viduals.DoIP launches new official logo
The Department of Intellec-tual Property (DoIP), Minis-try of Economic Affairs has launched its first Annual Magazine (for FY 2017-18) and an official log this week. The department devel-oped the magazine with the objective to increase under-standing and use of the in-tellectual property (IP) by creating broader awareness on the national and inter-national IP systems and the role it plays in the socio-economic and cultural de-velopment. The information disseminated through the magazine includes basics of the different facets of IP and their legal rights and reme-dies, context review, graphi-cal statistics, sectoral orien-tations and case examples among others. In addition, the magazine also encap-

sulates the different com-ponent of the department’s milestones, achievements and successes. As such, the magazine will serve as a de-finitive source of informa-tion for the general public, the right holders, IP agents, IP law enforcement agen-cies, and government policy makers.
The department’s new of-ficial logo is developed with the objective to enhance its identity and visibility in car-rying out its various man-dates to promote and foster innovation and creativity. The logo itself is composed of our traditional design mo-tifs incorporating the vari-ous topics of IP to encourage and inspire creative think-ing among our local artists.DoIP will be publishing the magazine annually.

Featuring DoIP in the Local Media
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BEO loan deferment is the right ap-

proach: PM 

Government studies 

housing crisis in urban areas

By Sangay Rabten

Thimphu

Parents and students of 

the learn and earn program 

in Japan have said that 

the loan deferment 

arrangement by the 

government doesn’t have 

any advantage to them. 

This was shared during 

the panel discussion in 

BBS on Thursday. The 

government during the 

first session of third 

parliament discussed to 

waive off the interest and 

defer the loan payment. 

Lyonchhen Dr Lotay 

Tshering said during 

the Friday meet that 

government deferring the 

loan payment is the right 

approach.  He said that the 

learn and earn program 

was started by the former 

government with good 

objectives. “Instead of 

looking back on what has 

happened just because of 

some lapses, it is better to 

move forward,” Lyonchhen 

said. 
In earlier meets, 

Lyonchhen said that 
Continued on Pg. 11

21 March 2019: His Majesty The King graced the final day of the Paro 

tshechu. As every year, His Majesty offered prayers before the Guru 

Thongdrol, and met with the people of Paro and neighbouring areas, who 

came to take part in the festival and meet His Majesty. 

government wanted to 

help the students with 

their best. He said that 

there is no way to waive 

off the interest as different 

signatories are involved. 

“The best the government 

could do was loan 

deferent.” 

On Friday, Lyonchhen 

emphasized the advantage 

of loan deferment.  He 

said, “Loan deferment can 

strategy is to mainly target 

rural-urban migration to ease 

down the housing crunch in 

urban places professionally.  

“On this front, we have lots 

of activities under ministry 

of agriculture and forests 

to encourage our youths 

and people to stay in their 

villages,” he added. 

Other strategies include 

reviewing taxation policy 

on property and inheritance 

taxes and reconstruction 

of government quarters 

to buildings with more 

apartments among others, 

according to Lyonchhen.

He explained further 

that the government cannot 

approach the issue in a 

dictatorial manner. He said 

that the ownership of the 

houses have its legal aspects. 

He said that government 

cannot intervene between 

the owners and tenants 

regarding the rental issues 

under the presence of 

Tenancy Act.

He added that in terms of 

real estate being kept on hold, 

with the hope of prices going 

up in the future by the owners 

is up to them and even the 

policy allows it. He said that 

the government has no hands 

over it.
However, he said to 

address the issue, the 

government will scan all the 

government structures and 

houses in Thimphu, and plan 

accordingly by constructing 

buildings over bungalows 

which are currently located in 

the prime areas in the capital.

By Kinley Wangchuk

Thimphu

The government has formed 

a task force under Ministry 

of Works and Human 

Settlement 
(MoWHS) 

to study the housing 

crisis in major urban 

places like Thimphu and 

Phuentsholing.

Due to hike in land 

prices, apartment rates and 

house rents in the recent 

years in urban Bhutan, the 

government has started 

to address this issue 

accordingly with the party’s 

manifesto. This was said in 

response to a question on 

housing matter by the Prime 

Minister during the Friday 

Meet.
As per the manifesto, 

DNT has pledged to provide 

affordable and adequate 

housing in urban areas. To 

this, Lyonchhen said that the 

ministry has already started 

working on it.

Lyonchhen also said that 

the housing demand is only 

in few urban places and not 

in other parts of the country. 

He said, “That is due to 

huge rural-urban migration 

and in order to solve this, 

it is not just to give houses 

in the urban place but to 

encourage people to stay in 

the villages.”

He added that the 

government has instructed 

the MoWHS to come up with 

housing standards based on 

living standards in all the 

districts. He also said that 

the ministry is looking into 

low cost housing schemes.

He reiterated that the 

 

BHUTAN TODAY 

SUNDAY, JULY 29, 2018 

By Tshering Dorji

Thimphu

Workshop on Patent Searching  

Thimphu TechPark in col-

laboration with Department 

of Intellectual Property 

(DoIP), Ministry of Econom-

ic Affairs (MoEA) organized 

a day long workshop on Pat-

ent Searching at the Thim-

phuTechPark Ltd.  this 

week. 
The objective of the work-

shop is to introduce to the 

patent system and the global 

free patent databases, dem-

onstrate basic search tech-

niques to mine inventions 

from these databases. Some 

of the freely accessible ma-

jor international patent da-

tabases are World Intellec-

tual Property Organization’s 

Patentscope) and European 

Patent Office’s Espacenet. 

Other big patent offices 

such as the United States 

Patent and Trademark Of-

fice (USPTO), Japan Pat-

ent Office (JPO), etc. also 

make available their na-

tional patent databases for 

public access. The instantly 

accessible Google Patent 

search system is also a use-

ful site. Collectively, these 

free patent databases make 

available 90 million plus in-

ventions in the form of pub-

lished patent applications. 

The main components of a 

patent application are the 

title of the invention, ab-

stract (summery), detailed 

description, claims and the 

drawings. 

The officiating chief of 

Intellectual Property Divi-

sion (IPD), Tempa Tshering 

said “there are multipurpose 

for carrying out the patent 

searches but some practi-

cal goals of search are to 

avoid reinventing the wheel 

by avoiding duplication of 

efforts such as research-

ing solutions on technical 

problems already solved by 

others, inventing products 

already launched in mar-

kets and also to check if 

the invention (or a similar 

technology) the searcher is 

presently working on is or 

has been already invented 

by others anywhere in the 

world. After going through 

the relevant search results, 

the users can determine if 

they are interested to pur-

sue further and may choose 

to put their efforts in devel-

oping incremental innova-

tions to the prior inventions. 

Users also have the freedom 

to customize and reproduce 

the whole invention for com-

mercialization if they are 

not protected in the country 

through registration with 

the DoIP.  The workshop 

conducted basic search exer-

cises for inventions in all the 

mentioned databases”. 

The workshop was or-

ganized at ThimphuTech-

Park Pvt. Ltd. as it is one of 

the three Technology and 

Innovation Support Cen-

ters (TISCs) established in 

the country. The other two 

TISCs are located in College 

of Science and Technology, 

Chhukha and Jigme Nam-

gyel Engineering College, 

SamdrupJongkhar. The 

Agreements for establish-

ing these TISCs were signed 

on 20 June 2018 between 

the Department of Intellec-

tual Property (DoIP) and the 

three TISC host institutions. 

Some of the services offered 

by TISCs include access to 

online patent and non-pat-

ent (scientific and techni-

cal) resources and IP-related 

publications, assistance in 

searching and retrieving 

technology information and 

training in database search.

The participants com-

prised of aspiring entrepre-

neurs, startups, business 

persons, civil servants, high 

school and college students 

and other interested indi-

viduals.

DoIP launches new official logo

The Department of Intellec-

tual Property (DoIP), Minis-

try of Economic Affairs has 

launched its first Annual 

Magazine (for FY 2017-18) 

and an official log this week. 

The department devel-

oped the magazine with the 

objective to increase under-

standing and use of the in-

tellectual property (IP) by 

creating broader awareness 

on the national and inter-

national IP systems and the 

role it plays in the socio-

economic and cultural de-

velopment. The information 

disseminated through the 

magazine includes basics of 

the different facets of IP and 

their legal rights and reme-

dies, context review, graphi-

cal statistics, sectoral orien-

tations and case examples 

among others. In addition, 

the magazine also encap-

sulates the different com-

ponent of the department’s 

milestones, achievements 

and successes. As such, the 

magazine will serve as a de-

finitive source of informa-

tion for the general public, 

the right holders, IP agents, 

IP law enforcement agen-

cies, and government policy 

makers.

The department’s new of-

ficial logo is developed with 

the objective to enhance its 

identity and visibility in car-

rying out its various man-

dates to promote and foster 

innovation and creativity. 

The logo itself is composed 

of our traditional design mo-

tifs incorporating the vari-

ous topics of IP to encourage 

and inspire creative think-

ing among our local artists.

DoIP will be publishing 

the magazine annually.

BHUTAN      TODAY 
Sunday, March 24, 2019

Vol. 12, Issue 11,  Nu. 10/-
www.bhutantoday.com.bt

BHUTAN      TODAY The New PersPecTive

, Thimphu

 Rabies outbreak in 

Kanglung and Rongthung 

under control

Christchurch attacks: Al-

Noor mosque reopens to 

worshippers
Page 06

Page 11

IN THE NEWS
Seeking medical specialists diplomatically from Bangladesh 03

BEO loan deferment is the right ap-

proach: PM 
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By Sangay Rabten

Thimphu

Parents and students of 

the learn and earn program 

in Japan have said that 

the loan deferment 

arrangement by the 

government doesn’t have 

any advantage to them. 

This was shared during 

the panel discussion in 

BBS on Thursday. The 

government during the 

first session of third 

parliament discussed to 

waive off the interest and 

defer the loan payment. 

Lyonchhen Dr Lotay 

Tshering said during 

the Friday meet that 

government deferring the 

loan payment is the right 

approach.  He said that the 

learn and earn program 

was started by the former 

government with good 

objectives. “Instead of 

looking back on what has 

happened just because of 

some lapses, it is better to 

move forward,” Lyonchhen 

said. 
In earlier meets, 

Lyonchhen said that 
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government wanted to 

help the students with 

their best. He said that 

there is no way to waive 

off the interest as different 

signatories are involved. 

“The best the government 

could do was loan 

deferent.” 

On Friday, Lyonchhen 

emphasized the advantage 

of loan deferment.  He 

said, “Loan deferment can 

strategy is to mainly target 

rural-urban migration to ease 

down the housing crunch in 

urban places professionally.  

“On this front, we have lots 

of activities under ministry 

of agriculture and forests 

to encourage our youths 

and people to stay in their 

villages,” he added. 

Other strategies include 

reviewing taxation policy 

on property and inheritance 

taxes and reconstruction 

of government quarters 

to buildings with more 

apartments among others, 

according to Lyonchhen.

He explained further 

that the government cannot 

approach the issue in a 

dictatorial manner. He said 

that the ownership of the 

houses have its legal aspects. 

He said that government 

cannot intervene between 

the owners and tenants 

regarding the rental issues 

under the presence of 

Tenancy Act.

He added that in terms of 

real estate being kept on hold, 

with the hope of prices going 

up in the future by the owners 

is up to them and even the 

policy allows it. He said that 

the government has no hands 

over it.
However, he said to 

address the issue, the 

government will scan all the 

government structures and 

houses in Thimphu, and plan 

accordingly by constructing 

buildings over bungalows 

which are currently located in 

the prime areas in the capital.

By Kinley Wangchuk

Thimphu

The government has formed 

a task force under Ministry 

of Works and Human 

Settlement (MoWHS) 

to study the housing 

crisis in major urban 

places like Thimphu and 

Phuentsholing.

Due to hike in land 

prices, apartment rates and 

house rents in the recent 

years in urban Bhutan, the 

government has started 

to address this issue 

accordingly with the party’s 

manifesto. This was said in 

response to a question on 

housing matter by the Prime 

Minister during the Friday 

Meet.
As per the manifesto, 

DNT has pledged to provide 

affordable and adequate 

housing in urban areas. To 

this, Lyonchhen said that the 

ministry has already started 

working on it.

Lyonchhen also said that 

the housing demand is only 

in few urban places and not 

in other parts of the country. 

He said, “That is due to 

huge rural-urban migration 

and in order to solve this, 

it is not just to give houses 

in the urban place but to 

encourage people to stay in 

the villages.”

He added that the 

government has instructed 

the MoWHS to come up with 

housing standards based on 

living standards in all the 

districts. He also said that 

the ministry is looking into 

low cost housing schemes.

He reiterated that the 
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