About Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment

Division

To promote cottage, small and medium industry in the country, the Royal Government of Bhutan had
established Entrepreneurship Promotion Centre (EPC) in the early 1990s under erstwhile Ministry of
Trade and Industry. However, in 2009, the whole range of EPC activities was transferred to Ministry

of Labour and Human Resources to promote entrepreneurship and encourage the youth to take up
self-employment as a preferred career option.

Core Mandates

« To promote creativity, innovation & entrepreneurial culture through training;

« To promote Entrepreneurship Education in TVET, Colleges under RUB and Schools under MoE;
« To support new start-ups; and,

Innovation TeCh Week . Facilitate job creation.

Major Programs
. . ; « Business opportunity mapping.
Ideation Acceleration Commercialisation N « Organize Business Idea Competition.
+  Conduct Startup Weekend.
«  Conduct Startup Tech Week.
+ Conduct Global Entrepreneurship Week.
+  Conduct Startup Acceleration program.
+ Conduct Student Business Seedling program.
+ Collaborate in conducting Druk Tshongrig Gatoen (Bhutan Entrepreneurship Festival).
« Conduct Training of Trainers (TOT) on New Business Creation, Marketing, and Business Counseling
. . and Mentoring.
12-16 November 2018 B « Conduct Awareness program in HSS, MSS, and others.

. Thimphu, Bhutan . ;

Facilitation Services

- Facilitate access to finance through CSIDF-BDB, REDCL, CSO and Financial Institutions.
- Facilitate regulatory requirement for start-up.

« Support post business services such as mentoring and Business advisory services.
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The Startup Innovation Tech week came out of need felt by the passionate aspiring young
entrepreneurs who have dire need to validate and mentor their novel ideas. The program
is designed based on the design sprint CEFE methodology with the technical support
from CEFE Unicorn and Global Entrepreneurship Network based on the theme Youth and
Innovation on Technology to celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week from November
12-16, 2018. The program is fully funded by Entrepreneurship Division, Department of
Employment and Human Resources under the Ministry of Labour and Human Resources.

The week long program is focused on idea stage in BioTech, FinTech, EduTech,
CleanTech, MediTech, RoboTech, AgriTech and Artificial Intelligence. The top 10 fi-
nalists will be taken to Startup Acceleration program for three months and by the
end of third month they will be launching their products and services in the market.




Message From Organising Team

Dear Reader,

This is the first of event design sprint method based on technology organized by En-
trepreneurship Division with technical support from CEFE Unicorn and Global Entrepre-
neurship Network to create vibrancy on creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship.

This year 26 ideas were pitched for idea stage category by 30 participants and 17 ideas
were selected for final pitching. These ideas were mentored by successful technopre-
neurs. The 17 ideas were selected based on innovation, technology, feasibility and via-
bility. Attractive cash prizes were provided to top three winners and top 10 ideas were
selected for next Startup Acceleration program for three months. However, a business
idea’s real worth lies in it's successful execution, and not in the idea itself. Therefore, the
real winners will be those who execute their ideas successfully in the market. We would
like to encourage all the participants to execute the ideas to create impact to the society.
The participants are also encourage to participate in Global Innovation in Science and
Technology competition (GIST Tech-l 2019 initiated by US Department of State).

Lastly, we would like to thank all the participants, stakeholders, mentors and volunteers
for their support in organizing the Startup Innovation Tech week coinciding with Global

Entrepreneurship Week from November 12-17, 2018.

We wish all the participants a successful entrepreneurial journey ahead.

Sincerely,
The Organizing Team

Supporting Organization

Entrepreneurship and Self Employment Division, DOEHR

The mandate of Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment Division under the Department
of Employment of Human Resources, MoLHR is to make vibrant startup ecosystem for
nurturing creativity, innovation and entrepreneurship to create gainful employment and
economic growth. The division has seven strategic focus areas in human capital devel-
opment, infrastructure development, innovation and technology, access to finance and
market, optimizing regularity environment and promotion and networking. The division
has trained more than 5000 youths with 450 startups in various part of the country. The
division has integrated entrepreneurship education in colleges under Royal University of
Bhutan, Technical Training Institutes and Institutes of Zorig Chosums under the Ministry.
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Facilitators Mentors

Ram Bahadur Gurung . Jigme Thinley Yoezer Rinzin .

CEFE Natlon-al Master Tralnfer on Technopreneurship and cur He is the CEO of DrukRide where they provide online bus ticket
rently working as Dy. Chief Program Officer under Entre- . . . .
. L booking service to travelers in the country to book a bus ticket on-
preneurship and Self-Employment Division, Department of i . . .
line at their convenience. DrukRide now connects all bus travelers

Employment and Human Resources, MoLHR, Thimphu. He . ) . ; L )
haspM)I;A from Oxford College and B. Com (H) frompSherub— in Bhutan with their desired bus with just a click of a button.

tse College. He is a CEFE certified trainer from CEFE Inter-
national Germany and Mentoring Youth International Busi-
ness, London, UK. He has experience in Entrepreneurship

Sangay Nedup

Development, Business Project Development, Digital Market- He is the founder of Sadone Design and it is a creative company
ing, Finance, Business Model Canvas, Value Engineering, Val- where they combine artistic skills with their knowledge of technol-
ue Chain Development, Business Research, Taxation and financial consultant. He had trained ogy to create the brand stand out in the crowd.

more than 3500 youth in entrepreneurship development with 550 business startups. . .
Tashi Wangdi

Jigme Tenzin

He is the founder who started iHUB Bhutan. iHUB is an entrepre-
neurs community where aspiring entrepreneurs are groomed and
supported with idea viability, growth, market analysis, team work
and etc.

He is the founder of CEFE Unicorn and Sustainable Enterpris-
es (SME Business Development Consultancy Firm, 2014) and
co-founder of a startup housing.bt (online assistance portal,
2016). He is passionate about empowering youths and promot-
ing startup culture in Bhutan and helping individuals become
entrepreneurs. He is a part time speaker and trainer on entrepre-
neurship education in the country. He is also Bhutan’s first and
only entrepreneur to represent his startup at Silicon Valley, USA.
In the past seven years of his career he has trained more than
3000 aspiring entrepreneurs in Bhutan. He is a YBI certified men-
tor, certified trainer in e-commerce and technopreneurship pedagogy and concept from China
and Phillippines.

Sonam Tashi

He is the founder of Miniature Bhutan where they manufacture tra-
dition Bhutanese souvenirs and all of their products are the sheer
display of their local artists excellent craftsmanship and also obtain
a social innovation model of “Made in Bhutan” products.




Mentors

Yeshey Samdrup
4 R

management company.

He is the CEO/Founder of Eco Waste Solution. Eco Waste Solution
focuses on providing integrated solution to waste management
service with zero-waste strategy, involving focus on waste segre-
gation at source, aimed at creating conducive environment for re-
cyclers and to reduce disposal at landfills.

Leki Dawa

@ )

He is the founder of Team Happy. Team Happy is a sports event

Dhan Kumar Shyangden

He is the founder of Bhutan Alternatives. and it is a one stop firm
where people can purchase eco-friendly, high quality and afford-
able printer toner cartridges thereby reducing e-waste.

Vijay Gurung

He has been an entrepreneur since 2010. He started off delivering ser-
vices to clients like revamping old web, web development and main-
tenance before creating snazzy and custom design website and web
applications for the client. He then founded iDRUK SOLUTIONS, with a
vision to provide value-added high quality IT Solutions to the clients by
combining technology, domain expertise, process focus and a commit-
ment to long-term client relationships.

She has done her Master in Business Administration (MBA) from Uni-
versity of Canberra, Australia. After serving as Programme Manager
at Loden Foundation, Budget Officer at Ministry of Finance and Cred-
it Officer at Bhutan National Bank Ltd. , she is currently serving asthe
Executive Director for Samdhen Kuendup Education Consultancy and
Placement Firm (SK Education Consultancy) and Managing Partner for
Bhutan Institute of International Language, IT and Management, Thim-
phu.

He is the owner of the firm, Green Road where they utlize waste plastic
in road construction. His aim is to construct environment friendly rad
and help implement the zero waste strategy of our country.

%,




Organising Team - MoOLHR Photo of the Winners

Winner Roshan Rasaily bagged first prize for his product
Polar Brezz Air Cooler.

Kinley Dorji Ram Bahadur Gurung
Chief, Entrepreneurship and Dy. Chief Program Officer
Self-Employment Division, DoEHR Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment Divi-
sion,DoEHR

Founder of Rice Transplanting Machine, Deepak Ghal-
ley bagged second prize.

Penjor Dorji won the third prize for his production of

Dawa Zangmo Jigme Thinley Sonam Choden Natural Pigment of Colours.
Program Officer Program Officer Info. & Media Officer
Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship and ICT Division,
Self-Employment Division, Self-Employment Division, MoLHR

DoEHR DoEHR




Participants with the team of Startup Innovation Tech Week and Chief Guest, Sherab
Tenzin, Director General, DoEHR at the closing ceremony in Thimphu

Entrepreneurship and Self-Employment Division
Department of Employment and Human Resources
Ministry of Labour and Human Resources
Royal Government of Bhutan
Thimphu,Bhutan
P.O.Box: 1036
Tel+975 2 333867 (PABX)
www.molhr.gov.bt



